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GREATER OXFORD CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
AT WORK!

Trip Cash, Nancy Miller and Evelyn 
Klumb trim bushes around the Oxford 
sign, which had become overgrown, at 
the corner of Huguenot Rd. and Scherer 
Dr.  Thanks so much for improving our 
neighborhood.

Save the Date!

Oxtoberfest
October 23, 2021

1:30 to 5:30
Barningham Strip
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Observer Staff
The Oxford Observer is a quarterly publi-

cation of the Greater Oxford Civic   As-

sociation.
Editor: Niki Sabbath

Layout Editor: JoAnn Gray

Advertising: Carolyn 
Palombo

Distribution:  Mike Martin, Page Wagner, 
Nancy Miller, Eileen Sadtler & Your Block 
Captain
Contributing Writers:  Nancy Miller, 
Niki Sabbath, Pat Parsons, Paula Lowry, 
Mike Martin, Wayne Gauthier,  Anthony 
Corcoran and Courtney Tolmie.

The Observer welcomes articles of 
interest to Oxford residents.  Articles 
may be emailed to:  
nsabbath@verizon.net
Published each season by the volun-
teers listed above.
A Note from the Editor: We will be up-
dating the new website with news items 
between Observer publications.  Send any 
news items to Niki Sabbath at nsabbath@
verizon.net

OXFORD’S NATIONAL 
NIGHT OUT LUAU

By Pat Parsons

For the past fourteen years, 2019 excepted, the 
Greater Oxford Civic Association has partici-
pated in America’s annual National Night Out. 
National Night Out calls on neighborhoods 
across the country to “take back the streets” 
by hosting an outdoor event the first Tuesday 
of August. The Oxford Night Out takes place 
across from the Barningham Strip with the As-
sociation furnishing all drinks, tables, and pa-
per products. Guests provide their own chairs 
and are invited to bring a food item to share 
with others.

The Association’s board announces a culinary 
theme, such as Spanish Tapas Bar, Mexican 
Fiesta, or French Bistro ahead of time. Perhaps 
it was the cooler evening, or the need for post-
quarantine social interaction, but this year’s 
Hawaiian Luau attracted the largest crowd 
ever. 

Tables, covered in Hawaiian-style cloths, dis-
played flavorful dishes, including Hula, Hula 
Chicken, Pacific Island Barbecue, several va-
rieties of coleslaw, sandwiches, varied fruit 
salads, and desserts. While enjoying a deli-
cious supper, neighbors sporting colorful leis 
engaged in animated conversation. Police from 
Chesterfield County and the City of Richmond, 
as well as representatives of the ambulance 
squad dropped by, adding a special grace 
note. Ready to answer any questions, Council-
woman Kristen Larson, circulated among the 
crowd. Altogether, it was a pleasant evening 
with its Hawaiian theme and excellent food, 
but it was the people interacting with each 
other who really made the Luau so special. 

Credit for this flawless event goes to the plan-
ning committee of Mike Martin, Evelyn Klumb, 
Al Yancy, Nancy Miller, Valerie Garrett, An-
thony Corcoran, Trip Cash, and Niki Sabbath. 
Thank you all!

McGruff the Crime Dog visits 
Oxford on National Night Out
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Oxtoberfest is just around the corner!  The com-
mittee has done a great job putting this event 
together again.  They have a little something 
planned for all ages and I’m sure all who attend 
can look forward to enjoying the event.  Barring 
any mandates from the CDC or local authorities, 
we are planning on hosting this event in the usu-
al outdoor spot (Barningham strip).  It’s hard to 
believe that it’s been almost two years since the 
inaugural Oxtoberfest, but the first one was well 
received and attended.  A lot of new neighbors 
have moved in since the last Oxtoberfest and 
I really hope that all of you will join us at this 
event.  If you are new to the neighborhood, this 
is a great ‘welcome to the neighborhood’ event!  
If you have lived here for many years, this is still 
a great event where you can meet and help us 
welcome all the new neighbors!  So, either way, 
it’s a great event to mix and mingle with your 
neighbors!! 

Anthony C. Corcoran

Treasury Report
 July, 2021

INCOME:                                    $1,280.00

EXPENSES:                        $1,178.00

CASH BALANCE:              $8,601.87

In August, we had another successful Na-
tional Night Out.  This was our first in person 
event since vaccines were available.  About 
50 neighbors came out to enjoy an extremely 
nice summer evening for this event.   A big 
thank you to the Police (both Richmond and 
Chesterfield) and elected officials who were 
able to join us. It was great to see neighbors, 
old and new, who attended.

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE

Food and Fun at the Night 
Out Luau
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OXFORD GARDEN CLUB  
NEWS

By Pat Parsons

The Oxford Garden Club has been active in 
Stratford Hills/Oxford since 1965. We are 
gardeners who love exploring the craft of ar-
tistic design, caring for our environment, and 
learning about what grows well in our neigh-
borhood. Interested? All are welcome. The 
club meets the second Tuesday of September 
through May with coffee at 9:30. The meeting 
begins at 10:00.

On September 14th, the scheduled speaker 
is Brian Trader, President and CEO of Lewis 
Ginter Botanical Gardens.  He will discuss 
“Cultivating Native Plants for Fall” and give 

us an update on what’s new at Lewis Ginter Bo-
tanical Gardens.

Our October 19th program will feature Doug 
Hensel, resident horticulture expert for the Great 
Big Greenhouse. He has planned a timely pro-
gram on container gardening and bulbs.

Sticking with our Covid-19 cautions, the Septem-
ber and October meetings are to be held in the 
picnic pavilion at United Methodist Church on 
Providence Road.

November 16th the club is planning to hold its 
usual potluck luncheon and craft workshop after 
the business meeting. Traditionally, the Novem-
ber crafts have a Holiday theme. The location 
depends on pandemic conditions.

If you would like to attend a meeting, give me 
a call, Patricia Parsons (804) 873-4729. For more 
information, contact Membership Chair, Louisa 
Esser (610) 406-1685. Oxford Garden Club is a 
member of the Virginia Federation of Garden 
Clubs.  Check us out on Facebook: Oxford Gar-
den Club Piedmont District/VFGC.

July, 2021 Yard of the Month

The Yard of the Month for July is located at 3031 
Archdale Road. It is the home of Walter and 
Marsha Hitchcock. Their yard was selected for the 
overall manicured appearance of the lawn and 
borders.
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CITY’S ANNUAL LEAF 
COLLECTION PROGRAM 

KICKS OFF OCTOBER 1

Editor’s Note:  the following information is taken 
from the website: https://www.rva.gov/press-
releases-and-announcements/news/citys-annual-
leaf-collection-program-kicks-october-1.
Bagged leaf collection begins October 1; vacuum 

service starts November 1 

The City of Richmond’s annual Leaf Collection 
Program begins October 1. Vacuum service, 
which begins Nov. 1 can be requested through 
the RVA311.com customer service portal.

Four options for leaf pick-up:

Option 1 | Bag Collection (10 bags)
•	 Begins October 1
•	 Up to 10 bags collected on trash day
•	 Biodegradable plastic bags preferred·
•	 Place bags near super can

Option 2 | Unlimited Bag Collection by Sector

•	 Wednesday trash collection: Leaves col-
lected between Oct. 30 - by Nov. 13

•	 Thursday trash collection: Leaves col-
lected between Nov. 14 - Nov. 23

•	 Monday trash collection: Leaves col-
lected between Nov. 25 - Dec. 09

•	 Tuesday trash collection: Leaves col-
lected between Dec. 10 - Dec. 28

Option 3 | $30 Vacuum Service

•	 Begins November 1 and will continue 
based upon available funding

•	 Rake leaves to front property line
•	 Request by calling 3-1-1
•	 RVA311.com (online or mobile app)15 

day window provided, based upon 
availability.

Note: Leaves must be raked and ready for pick-up 
when service request is made.

Option 4 | Do-It-Yourself
•	 Dispose of loose leaves at:
•	 East Richmond Convenience Center, 

3800 East Richmond Road
•	 Maury Landfill, 2900 Maury Street

Residents can pay for vacuum service in person at 

the DPW main office on the 7th floor of City Hall; 

mail in payment to DPW at 700 E. Broad St., Suite 

704, Richmond, VA 23219 or, if requesting service 

online of through 3-1-1 the fee can be placed on 

the utility bill.

On October 1, residents can call 3-1-1 or 646-

LEAF for schedule information or for updates in 

the event inclement weather causes delays. Resi-
dents may also send e-mail inquiries to Leaf-
program@richmondgov.com.

For more information on the leaf program, 
visit www.richmondgov.com/PublicWorks/
Leafcollection.aspx.
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WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS
The Greater Oxford Civic Association would like to welcome the following new residents to the Oxford 
community. If you are a new Oxford resident or you know of a new resident in our neighborhood, please 
contact Nancy Miller at 272-8867 to receive an Oxford neighborhood newcomer packet. This packet, pro-
vided by the Oxford Civic Association, is filled with information about Richmond in general and our area in 
particular, and gives us an opportunity to meet and greet our new Oxford neighbors. We very much want to 
reach each and every one of our new neighbors, but we need you to let us know when a packet is needed. 
Welcome newcomers!

Patrick and Lauren Hart
3201 Scherer Drive

Andrea Duffy and Chris Danna
8432 Abbey Road

Charlene and Michael Logan
8140 Ammonett Drive

Editor’s Note:
In a recent issue of the Observer, we misspelled a 
new neighbor’s name.  The proper spelling is Claire 
Schlichtherle at 8316 Abbey Road.  We regret the 
error.

HEY, NEIGHBOR! 
I ' M  B R A N D O N  G A R Y !

I ' m  y o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  r e a l t o r !  

I  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  h e l p  y o u  w i t h

b u y i n g ,  s e l l i n g ,  i n v e s t i n g ,  o r

p r o v i d e  a  c o m p l i m e n t a r y

m a r k e t  u p d a t e .  I ' l l  b e  y o u r  g o -

t o  f o r  a l l  t h i n g s  r e a l  e s t a t e

a n d  I  l i v e  i n  O x f o r d !

804-304-6577  ( c )

b r a n d o n @ c e n t r a l v a r e a l t y . c o m

B r a n d o n . C e n t r a l V a R e a l t y . c o m
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4TH DISTRICT UPDATE
By Councilwoman Kristen Larson

Greetings, Oxford Neighborhood!  

I hope everyone had an exciting and fun 
summer.  We are now gearing up for the 
start of another school year!  This is an 
exciting and, undoubtedly, anxious time for 
Richmond Public School students and their 
families as many of you prepare to return 
to in-person learning.  I wish you a very 
safe, fun, and enriching school year.  As 
we continue to respond to the COVID-19 
pandemic, please check for updates on 
protective measure guidelines, vaccine 
information, and positivity rates at the 
Richmond City Health District’s website and 
social media accounts.  My hope is that our 
positivity rates have significantly diminished 
and our vaccination rates have increased by 
the time this newsletter reaches your door.

After nearly three years of utility relocations 
and right of way construction on Forest Hill 
Avenue, the Forest Hill Avenue Improvement 
Project is finally nearing its expected 
completion date of November 30.  This $12.5 
million project will significantly change the 
Forest Hill Avenue corridor between Powhite 
Parkway and Hathaway Road, making 
this busy corridor safer for all modes of 
transportation.  The current traffic pattern 
will be in place until the project’s completion, 
and I will certainly share any changes 
made to the project schedule.  Following 
the completion of the Forest Hill Avenue 
Improvement Project, the Jahnke Road 
Improvement Project will be re-advertised 
for construction in December.  The Jahnke 
Road Improvement Project, which spans 

from Forest Hill Avenue to Blakemore Road, 
will include similar elements as the Forest 
Hill Avenue Improvement Project such as 
a landscaped median, new curb and gutter, 
new sidewalks, and a new storm water 
system. This project’s estimated completion 
date is in Spring 2023.

On July 26, my council colleagues and I 
voted to adopt Ordinance 2021-185 allowing 
for a Resort Casino Host Community 
Agreement between the City of Richmond 
and RVA Entertainment Holdings, LLC, for 
the purpose of facilitating the development 
of a resort casino project in Richmond.  This 
decision followed a several month casino 
community engagement process that began 
reviewing three proposals for a casino in the 
city.  On Election Day November 2, 2021, all 
city residents will have the chance to vote on 
the ONE Casino and Resort.  Whether you 
are for or against having a casino and/or the 
ONE project, please cast this important vote 
on your November ballot.

As always, you can stay up to date on 4th 
district meetings, announcements, and 
events, by subscribing to my e-newsletter.  
Send me an email if you would like to get on 
our list. For now, we plan to continue to hold 
our 4th district meetings virtually.  We always 
announce them in the e-newsletter but please 
reach out to our office if you would like to 
participate via phone.   If you need to reach 
me for any other reason, please email me at 
kristen.larson@richmondgov.com or call my 
office at 804-646-5646.

POLLING PLACE LOOKUP
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/casting-a-

ballot/polling-place-lookup/
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FROM BETSY CARR
of $883 million, it offers a “plug” to the prob-
lem. 
Additionally, following the expansion of the 
Court of Appeals, the General Assembly ap-
pointed eight new judges. The number of 
judges increased from 11 to 17 judges to help 
handle the volume of cases and allow for a right 
of appeal in all criminal and civil cases. This 
new cohort of judges brings an historic level of 
diversity to the Court of Appeals. 

The Special Session recessed without adjourn-
ing. This means that the General Assembly can 
return to fill any additional judicial vacancies 
without the call of the Governor. 
State Revenue Update
On Wednesday, August 18, Governor Northam 
and Secretary of Finance Joe Flores provided a 
revenue update to the Joint Money Committees. 
The Governor announced a record $2.6 billion 
budget surplus. Additionally, he shared that the 
unemployment rate is 4.3% – below the national 
average of 5.9%. While it is exciting to see such 
an increase in revenue, it is important to note 
that much of the surplus has already been al-
located. 

November Election Reminder
The countdown is on for the November gen-
eral election. Please start making a plan to vote. 
Here are some dates to keep in mind: 
• First day of early voting: September 17
• Deadline to register to vote: October 12
• Deadline to apply for mail-in ballot: October 22
• Election day: November 2
For more information, please visit: vote.elec-
tions.virginia.gov
As always, it is an honor to serve you in the General 
Assembly. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I 
can be of assistance to you. I can be reached at del-
egate.carr@betsycarr.org or 804-698-1169. Currently, 
I am exploring legislation for the 2022 legislative 
session and am always available to meet with you 
and your community groups to hear your concerns 
and priorities.
Sincerely,
Betsy B. Carr

Dear Friend,
Summer is wrapping up and schools are re-
opening. It is vital to keep our children safe as 
we continue to battle Covid-19 and its vari-
ants. Governor Northam recently announced 
a public health emergency order, which re-
quires universal masking in all indoor settings 
in K-12 schools. Regardless of your vaccina-
tion status, please continue to practice mask-
wearing, handwashing, and social distancing. 
If you have not received your Covid-19 vac-
cine already, I urge you to do so. The Virginia 
Department of Health continues to keep an 
updated dashboard of cases, hospitalizations, 
deaths, and other important information. 
From the recent data, you can see that more 
than 98% of current cases are in people who 
are not fully vaccinated.
If you need a copy of your vaccination record 
or need to schedule an appointment to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine, visit vaccinate.virginia.
gov.

Special Session
The General Assembly convened for two 
weeks for a special session. During the session 
$4.3 billion in federal coronavirus relief money 
was allocated toward expanding broadband 
internet, replenishing the unemployment 
trust fund, improving ventilation systems in 
schools, and helping small businesses. Around 
$1.1 billion was left unappropriated for future 
funding needs.
Additionally, $125 million was allocated from 
the Combined Sewer Overflow projects in 
Richmond ($50M), Alexandria ($50M) and 
Lynchburg ($25M). While this does not fully 
fund the City of Richmond’s original request 
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Editor’s Note:  This article first appeared in 1974.  An ab-
breviated version of this article then appeared in Florida, 
Mississippi, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Texas, Connecticut and 
New York newspapers.

Two Boys’ Detective “Play” Nets a Burglar
By Jim Mason

Paul Tingelstad, 12, and Cliff Gates,10, were walking 
through a neighbor’s yard at Charlise and Whitewood 
Roads in South Richmond’s rolling, woodsy Stratford 
Hills.  It was about 10 a.m. on a cloudy, misty day in 
January.
Through the mist, they saw a man with a mustache and 
wearing a green trench coat walking down the hilly 
driveway of the Joseph Bondranko home at 8324 Charl-
ise Road.
The Bondrankos weren’t at home, Cliff knew.
The boys paused at some trees and watched the man 
turn left at the end of the driveway, the turn left again 

and walk toward a hilly bend of Whitewood.

LET”S PLAY DETECTIVE
“Hey, why don’t we follow him?” said Cliff.
“I don’t know,” said Paul.  “That might not be right.”
“Oh, come one, let’s play detectives.”
With the two boys, unknown to him, trailing behind, 
the man walked to a car parked in the driveway of a 
yellow house up for sale.
The boys, hiding behind trees, watched as the man 
drove to the Bondrankos’ carport.
Cliff ran along Whitewood behind the car.  Paul cut 
through another neighbor’s yard to pick up the trail 
at some bushes in Cliff’s backyard, which adjoins the 
Bondrankos’.
All this time, the boys were memorizing the license 
number of the man’s car – the kind of thing they al-
ways do when playing detectives.  It was GLT-110.

FRIEND OR RELATIVE
The young detectives heard the back porch door slam 
shut at the Bondrankos’.  He had gone inside. Obvi-
ously a friend or a relative, they thought.
So much for that day’s playing detectives.
The boys went into Gates’ home and fixed a snack.  
Then Cliff’s mother, Mrs. Pearly Gates, drove the boys 
to a movie – “The Man with the Golden Gun,” a James 
Bond thriller.
It was only after Paul’s mother, Mrs. Jon Tingelstad, 
picked them up that the boys learned about a burglary 
that morning at the Bondrankos’.
Paul and Cliff looked at each other.  “We know all 
about it,” said Paul.
Later, the boys told police about the man they had 
watched that morning.  They gave a description.  They 
gave the man’s car license number.  And Paul picked a 
picture of the man he and Cliff had watched go to the 
Bondrankos’ home from a set of photographs.
Police found that the man whose picture Paul picked 
out had a car bearing the license number the boys gave 
them.

ARREST ON DESCRIPTION
Shortly after midnight, in the 3200 block W. Broad 
Street, police arrested a 33-year-old carpenter named 
Alfred Elden Starks.  He had a mustache.
In Jude William E. Spain’s courtroom in South Rich-
mond two weeks ago today, Starks went on trial 
before a jury.  Both boys identified Starks in the court-
room as the man they had watched at the Bondrankos’ 
home that misty Saturday morning, January 25.

LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 
FROM 1974
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The jury convicted Starks of breaking into the Bon-
drankos’ home and stealing jewelry, guns and a coin 
collection – valued at $1,600.

ONE OF THE MOST UNUSUAL

The jury sentenced Starks to five years in prison – 
and Starks has that time to serve on top of 12 years 
a Henrico County Circuit Court jury gave him after 
finding him guilty of burglaries at two Henrico 
homes.

“It was undoubtedly one of the most unusual cases I 
have heard in my 10 years on the bench,” said Judge 
Spain.  “It was unusual in the sense that two little 
boys would play detectives  and gather enough evi-
dence, apparently inadvertently at the time, to make 
a case for the Commonwealth.”

SOMETHING THAT BURGLARS 
DON’T WANT YOU TO KNOW

from Hartford Insurance – Article #1 in a 
Series

BURGLARS STRIKE DURING THE DAY
Burglars don’t want to run into people. Doing so 
makes their job that much more difficult, which is 
probably why more than half of home break-ins occur 
during the day, when most people are at work or at 
school.  Thieves look for signs that no one is at home.  
They don’t want to get caught in the act by a resident.  
Of course, we can’t be home all the time.  Doing these 
things makes it look (and sound) like you are at home 
which deters burglars:

•Park a car in the driveway.
•Leave some window shades up and some 
shades down.
•Leave a television or radio on.
•Leave a few lights on or use a timer to turn 
them on at dusk.
•If you’re on vacation, ask a neighbor to collect 
your mail and packages.
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Dispelling the Myth of Dissociation

By Adrienne Loker, LCSW
*This article in no way means to diagnose or treat the 
reader. Please refer to your primary care physician or 

licensed therapist to further explore your reactions to the 
content below.*

Dissociation is not as scary as Hollywood movies 
depicting the phenomenon might led us to believe. 
In fact, dissociation is a normal human experience 
that all of us engages in. Dissociative experiences 
exist on a long continuum. Zoning out during a 
boring lecture, fantasizing about winning the lot-
tery, and daydreaming about your dream vacation 
are examples of simple ways we all dissociate. In 
fact, dissociation can be understood as the process 
of disconnecting from reality. 

Some individuals experience more extreme symp-
toms of dissociation, such feeling disconnected 
from their bodies or environments, or having 
flashbacks wherein the body or the mind relives 
a past event and the brain is unable to distinguish 
between trauma time and present day. Because 
dissociation can be quite a mystery, let’s unpack 
some common myths. 

Being Dissociative Means I’m “Crazy
Dissociation is actually a brilliant way that our 
brains instinctively protect us from exposure to 
physical or psychological harm.  We are neu-
rologically engineered to compartmentalize 
overwhelming experiences in our unconscious 
so that they do not interrupt our ability to at-
tend to the tasks of our every day living. Our 
ability to dissociate is wired in our “freeze” 
response within the parasympathetic nervous 
system, allowing analgesic chemicals to release 
from our brain in the event of inescapable at-
tack.

Dissociation is Only Experienced by People Who 
Have Been Through Extreme Trauma
While it’s true that trauma and dissociation 
have a relationship, it’s important to be cau-
tious how we quantify “trauma”. It’s not so 
much the traumatizing event that dictates what 
trauma is or isn’t, but rather how the event in-
teracts with and remains trapped inside an in-
dividual’s nervous system. A parental divorce 
during the formative years may be freeing to 
one child, while devastating to another. Being 

able to escape the tumultuous environment 
through increased imaginative play, feelings 
of floating out of the body toward the ceiling, 
or observing the environment in third person 
are all common childhood experiences of dis-
sociating. These responses can even follow into 
adulthood if they proved to be successful pro-
tective mechanisms. 
Dissociation Means Having Flashbacks
Flashbacks take many forms: visual, tactile, ol-
factory, auditory, and even somatic. Somatic 
flashbacks are when our muscles remember a 
posture, tension, or movement wherein we felt 
helpless or overpowered. Because these body 
memories often aren’t accompanied by a narra-
tive memory that can accurately explain what’s 
happening, we instead recognize them as 
symptoms of chronic pain, sleep disturbanc-
es, panic attacks, or unprecipitated emotional 
flooding. The scientific reason this happens is 
that these memories remain in the amygdala, 
the part of the brain responsible for safety as-
sessment. They have never properly been pro-
cessed by the hippocampus, which is the part 
of the brain that can discern past from pres-
ent.  
Dissociative Means I Have Multiple Personality 
Disorder 
Multiple Personality Disorder is an old diagno-
sis that no longer exists in the clinical world. 
It’s since been replaced by Dissociative Identity 
Disorder. This new diagnosis more accurately 
portrays the fragmentation that can happen in 
the cases of extreme dissociation during critical 
periods of personality development. Instead of 
recognizing multiple personalities in one per-
son, the focus is on how the existing personal-
ity has become compartmentalized depending 
upon which emotional state is allowed, wel-
comed, or tolerable.  
The Goal of Treatment is Not to Dissociate Any-
more
With effective treatment, episodes of disso-
ciation are likely to decrease. However, the 
goal of treatment is not to abstain from dis-
sociating, but rather to build the capacity for 
an integrated experience within one’s psyche. 
To the degree that the amygdala continues to 
mistake external stimuli as being threatening, 
a person will continue to engage in defenses 
that have proven to keep them safe before. The 
first step in this type of treatment is to tap into 
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AArree  yyoouu  ssttaarrtitinngg  ttoo  
tthhiinnkk  aabboouutt    

ddoowwnnssiizziinngg  ttoo  yyoouurr  
nneexxtt  hhoommee??  

If  you are thinking this season may be the 
right time to sell your property, call us for a 

current market analysis of  your home. 

Wayne Gauthier & Austin Gauthier 

REALTORS® 

804-372-0591 

thegauthiers.joynerfineproperties.com 
 

a sense of safety – both inside one’s body and 
within their environment. As the ability to feel 
safe when one is safe continues to grow, the need 
for protective mechanisms will soften. Over time, 
the individual will experience a sense of connec-
tion to themselves, their outer world, and to the 
people with whom they share their world with. 

For more information on effective treatment 
modalities, and trauma in general, please visit 
www.SeekingDepthToRecovery.com

 

 

Steve Davis

steve@riverfoxrealty.com

stevedavisrva.com

Call/Text: 804-787-0636

Your

neighborhood

is my

neighborhood.

Let's talk! 

Virginia Living 2020 Top Realtor
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4803 Forest Hill Avenue

RiverFoxRealty.com  l  804-887-0700 | Richmond, VA

Virginia Living 2020
Top Realtor
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Everything you need to wash & dry your pet 
+ 

Toys, treats, collars, leashes + more 
 

Most bathers are in & out in 30 
minutes leaving the dirt & hair behind 

Excellent for bonding with your pet 
Stratford Hills Shopping Center  
Forest Hill Ave at Hathaway Rd  

www.crittertown.com   
(804) 320-1096 

 

MANAGEMEDS PROGRAM
•   Daily Medicine Routine with med list.
•   All medications fi lled together.
•   Delivered right to your door.
•   EASY & SAFE!!

STORE HOURS:
Mon-Friday 8:30am - 9pm
Saturday: 9am - 7pm
Sunday: 10am - 5pm

2608 Buford Road
Richmond, VA 23235
Phone: 804-272-1423
Fax: 804-272-7967

VISIT US 
JOIN US

We take Medicare, Tricare 
and MOST Insurances!!!

CELEBRATING 
60 YEARS
Looking for a 
Special Gift?

    We Also Have    
          a Florist!

BOOMER AD: BUFORD PHARMACY / Qurt. Pg Ad_     FNL_v2
Feb / March 2018                                      01/19/2018 

HEALTHY LIVING CLINIC SERVICES 
•   Get Flu & Pneumonia Shots Here!
•   IMMEDIATE results & counseling with A1C, 

Cholesterol & Coumadin Checks! 
•   TB Testing
•   Travel Consultations & Vaccinations

We’re more than Medicine & All About You!

If you would like to share an old favorite 
recipe for a future newsletter, please send it 
to Niki Sabbath at nsabbath@verizon.net

RECIPE CORNER

Favorite Family Recipes

Shrimp Casserole

Submitted by Niki Sabbath

Ingredients

1 (6 ounce) package long grain and wild rice 
mix
1-pound uncooked medium shrimp, peeled and 
deveined
1 medium pepper, chopped
1 medium onion, chopped
1 (4 ounce) can mushroom stems and pieces, 
drained
¼ cup butter or margarine
1 (10.75 ounce) can condensed cream of chicken 
soup, undiluted
½ cup seasoned stuffing croutons
Directions:
Prepare rice according to package directions.  
Meanwhile, in a large skillet, sauté the shrimp, 
green pepper, onion and mushrooms in butter 
until the shrimp turns pink.  
Add the soup to the rice; stir into the shrimp 
mixture.  Transfer to a greased 2-qt. baking dish. 
Sprinkle with croutons.

Bake, uncovered, at 350 degrees F for 20-25 min-
utes or until heated through.
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OXFORD REAL ESTATE ROUND UP
By Wayne Gauthier

June 1, 2021 - August 15, 2021

Address  Fin SF # Bedrooms Style    Sales Price Sales Date

3616 Whitewood Rd  2178  3 Tri-Level/Quad Level  $305,000 6/28/2021

8432 Abbey Rd  2629  3 Ranch $   389,500  7/13/2021

3100 Darnley Dr  3175  5 Ranch    $405,000 6/18/2021

2835 Bicknell Rd  2589  4 Tri-Level/Quad Level $ 412,100  8/6/2021

8224 Halstead Rd  2800  4 2-Story $   440,000  6/27/2021

Top Sale - 8224 Halstead Rd.  This 
impressive home takes the top position 
on our list and deserves its position. 
Fully renovated with currently desired 
finishes throughout the home justified 
the value in our area. This was not our 
grandparents’ home any more. 

* Data taken from the Chesterfield and City of Richmond tax records and the 
Central Virginia Regional Multiple Listing Service. Transactions Recorded 
between 06/01/2021 - 08/15/2021. Wayne Gauthier, Joyner Fine Properties, is a 
Licensed Real Estate Agent in Richmond, Virginia.
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Observer Ad Rates
Business Card: $20.00
1/4 Page: $30.00  
1/2 Page: $50.00
Full Page: $80.00  
Back Page(part color): $95.00*
*When Available
We will be happy to design an ad for your business.  For more information, contact 
Carolyn Palombo at 804-928-3545. 

Place Minute Man Ad Here
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TOTALLY YOU 

                INC.             
                              

*Gift Certificates available* 

Hair Cuts 
For the Whole Family 

Men $22 - Women $30 
Children under 12 - $15 

Your Neighborhood 
Hair Salon 

2841 Hathaway Road 
Richmond 

(804) 320-1198    (804) 320-1190 

Goodstuff 

Consignment 
2724 Tinsley Drive   560-4015 

Voted one of the best bargain places for 

Housewares & furniture in Richmond 

Mon-Sat 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Next to Bon Air Seafood/ Butcher at Bon Air 

www.goodstuffconsignments.com 

Now offering mid 20th Century furniture. 

Gary Duke 
Realtor 

 
Forest Hill Corridor Expert! 

Serving the Richmond Area for over 18 years!  
 

 
 

Knowledge & Experience You can Trust! 
 

Consistently in the Top 10 of local PenFed Agents! 
Top 3% of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Agents Nationwide! 

 
Call: 804-512-2027 

gary.duke@comcast.net 
 

 
 

2737 McRae Rd, North Chesterfield, VA 23235 
Office: 804-320-1391 

1720 E. Parham Road • Richmond, Virginia 23228 • (804) 261-1776 • (804) 261-7200 Fax • RVA.MinutemanPress.com  

&&Trade ShowsTrade Shows
Special EventsSpecial Events

Contact us for a quote today at
RVA@MinutemanPress.com

Only at...
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     DDrr..  TToomm  HHaanneeyy                          DDrr..  BBoonnnniiee  CClliinnee  
            DDrr..  SSeetthh  LLiippssttoocckk                                      DDrr..  CCrreessttaa  JJoonneess  
            DDrr..  LLaauurreenn  KKnnootttt  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We are a full  service 
medical and surgical 
veterinary hospital. 

 
Call For An Appointment 

 

Monday – Friday 
8 am - 7 pm 

 

Saturday 
              9 am - 12 pm 

 
Visit us online at www.bonairanimalhospital.com 

Or on Facebook  

Thurman S. Cash & Son

Insurance Agency

  1520 Huguenot Road
Suite 115

Midlothian, VA 23113

All lines of Insurance & Bonds

Serving Oxford & 
the Richmond

Area since 1961

794-7620
     Trip Cash  Thurman Cash              

Sarah Collins

THEN AND NOW
THE BELL TOWER ON CAPITOL 

SQUARE

1908

2018
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In spite of the ongoing impact of the virus on 
our in-person meetings and activities this last 
year, your Greater Oxford Civic Association 
has been as active as possible for you! In 2020 
we organized a food drive with great success; 
Oxford residents really turned out in that 
effort.  In addition, we continued to get the 
Observer out each quarter on schedule.  In De-
cember, the holiday decorations contest gen-
erated a lot of participation with some beau-
tiful winners.  During 2020 and early 2021, 
the Board has been working with the City of 
Richmond on various infrastructure issues, 
clean-up and drainage as well as sign repair.  
Finally, we have implemented easier ways for 
all of us to pay our dues.
In normal years, we have a lot of activities con-
ducted by Oxford volunteers: Annual Meet-
ing, spring cleanup, a neighborhood-wide 
yard sale, our annual picnic “Oxtoberfest”, 
neighborhood signage and landscaping, com-
munity advocacy board, community infra-
structure board, block captain coordination, 
The Observer, neighborhood web-site man-
agement, and coordination of neighborhood 
events and activities.  

All of these and more make our com-
munity vibrant – and although we must 
take each one day by day due to current 
restrictions, we hope to have them all 
back up and running just as soon as we 
are able!
Many of you have moved here from 
places that have monthly dues. What we 
do for a mere $15.00 a year is one of the 
best uses you can have for your money 
and help you become part of Oxford. Our 
neighborhood has remained strong over 
the years; it is due to the combined efforts 
of all our individual residents, led by 
your Board.
Our goal is to have over 450 of our resi-
dents as members – we need your sup-
port to hit this goal!!

•Again - Annual dues for GOCA are only 
$15.00.  There are two ways to pay:

You can send your check with the mem-
bership dues form to: 

Greater Oxford Civic Association, 
P.O. Box 3881, Richmond VA 
23235 

If you prefer to pay via Pay Pal, 
please send $15 to 

OxfordCivicAssoc@gmail.com 
(recipient listed id is Courtney Tolmie, 
GOCA Treasurer). 

Please include your address in the pay-
ment memo so that we can note that you 
have paid. 

YOUR 2021 OXFORD 
MEMBERSHIP IS DUE!
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GREATER OXFORD CIVIC ASSOCIATION
2021 DUES - $15.00

Name_____________________________________________ Telephone #_______________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________________________________________________
          

I would like to assist with the association’s work.  
My interests include:  ________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Please make check payable to the Greater Oxford Civic Association and mail to:
Oxford Civic Association

 P.O. Box 3881 
Richmond, VA 23235

Greater Oxford Civic Association Board
2020-2021

www.oxfordcivicassociation.com

Officers:  Name     Email  

 President: Anthony Corcoran (‘22)   profdingding@hotmail.com
 Vice President Al Yancey (22)    alyancey55@gmail.com
 Secretary Michelle Emrich (‘22)   michelleemrich9@gmail.com
 Treasurer Courtney Tolmie (‘22)   the.tolmie@gmail.com

Members:  Diane Bacon (23)   Cebdbb@aol.com
   John Cardwell (24)   John.Cardwell@hotmail.com
   Trip Cash (‘22)    CASHINSURANCE@aol.com
   Valerie Garrett (‘22)   vgarrett3023@gmail.com
   Mike Martin (‘23)     
   Tiffany Milk (22)   Mrsdingding04@gmail.com
   Nancy Miller (‘23)   njm23235@gmail.com
   Carolyn Palombo (‘22)   cpalombo@libertymortgage.net 
   Pat Parsons (‘22)   pjparsons1@yahoo.com  
   Niki Sabbath (‘24)   nsabbath@verizon.net    
   Eileen Sadtler (‘24)   (None)  
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His prediction came true as a half dozen home-
owners on his short block made major land-
scape improvements.  Not all neighbors spent 
lavish sums, but many pulled out dead or 
diseased shrubs, trimmed hedges, and planted 
new flower beds. The community took delight 
at seeing one particularly unruly yard finally 
brought under control.  The broker is con-
vinced that these neighborhood improvements 
will translate into higher proceeds when own-
ers decide to sell their homes.

Conversely, the Appraisal Institute states at 
a “bad” neighbor (which can be defined by 
several factors, including yard appearance) can 
decrease surrounding values by as much as ten 
percent.

While we’re enjoying a selling bonanza with 
the current real estate market, having a at-
tractive, well care for yard will still increase 
the value of your home and also that of your 
neighbors.  As the market cools down, it will 
possibly also decrease the time on the market.

Start a trend on your block: get creative in your 
front yard and tidy up the rear.  Let’s see what 
happens!

HOW NEIGHBORS AFFECT 
YOUR HOME VALUE

Oxford is blessed with larger than average 
yards and a nice rolling topography.  What is 
the most mentioned attribute mentioned by 
prospective buyers when showing a home in 
Oxford?  According to realtors, buyers love the 
old growth trees and the mature landscaping.  
Most neighbors have the physical or financial 
means to take care of their lawns, but some-
times we’re oblivious to the other factors that 
affect yard appearance.

The Infrastructure Committee was recently 
contacted by two different residents in the 
same block with concerns about neighbors’ 
backyards.  One home had boxes and home 
furnishings spilling out of an open doorway 
from what seems to be a furnace or mud room.  
The house next door to it had plastic storage 
bins stacked on outdoor furniture and on the 
surrounding ground.  While visitors from 
their street side might not see this, the neigh-
bors and visitors to the rear have a constant 
and clear view of your backyard.  Remember 
that broken flowerpots, junked lawn mowers, 
dilapidated sheds and other “hidden” secrets 
we feel comfortable as homeowner to deposit 
and forget aren’t really hidden!  Take a look 
around your yard, including your backyard 
with the eyes of a first-time visitor and see it 
through his or her perspective – you might be 
surprised at what you see.

On a more positive note, an article in the Chi-
cago Tribune from a few years ago described 
how a local real estate broker spent $25,000 in 
relandscaping and replacing all the plantings 
surrounding his house.  He also replaced his 
front walkway with an elegant curving one.  
His theory was that once he made improve-
ments, others would follow suit.   
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DECORATING
DOCTOR

• Soft Accessories • Wood Accessories •
• Door Hangings • Floral Arrangements •

• Wall Decor • Table Runners & Placemats •
• In-Home Consultations • Personal Decor Shopper •
• Construction Consultations • Project Management •

www.DecoratingDR.com

10% Off any of our ready-made or custom floral arrangements 
or door wreaths from our website. Just mention this ad. 

Not valid with any other offers.

(804) 320-1702

10% OFF


