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Once again, Chesterfield County’s annual National Night Out celebration is approaching — 
albeit a little bit later than usual. Here is some information about the festivities planned for 
this exciting time for both the police department and the community.

In Chesterfield, National Night Out spans several months instead of just one night. We begin 
building excitement across the county a month or two before National Night Out itself with 
our annual National Night Out Kick-Off event. Held each year with help from our partners 
at Westchester Commons, the National Night Out Kick-Off is a festive, open-air event 
featuring vendors focusing on crime prevention and public safety. In addition to the police 
department, the Chesterfield County Sheriff’s Office, Chesterfield County Fire & EMS, and 
Virginia State Police are traditional guests. Live music is always on hand to get the crowd 
excited. County residents of all ages always have a great time playing games, visiting with 
officers and making new friends! This year, the National Night Out Kick-Off event will be held 
on Sept. 19 from 5 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. at Westchester Commons. 

National Night Out itself will place on Oct. 6, as communities give a “going away party” to 
crime and drugs. During this celebration, neighbors are encouraged to come outside, turn 
on their porch lights and get to know each other. Good friends make good neighborhoods, 
and good neighborhoods are terrible for criminals. Our participating neighborhoods 
celebrate with everything from barbecues and music to petting zoos and bounce houses. 
Each neighborhood is unique, and 
that’s what makes each party special! 
Officers and special guests stop by 
and visit each party, and it’s one of 
the most fun and rewarding nights 
of the year. We would love for every 
neighborhood to participate! To register 
your neighborhood go to https://www.
chesterfield.gov/1003/National-Night-
Out.

Click here for more information 
or to register your National Night Out party.

Food Drive
Chesterfield County 
Food Bank will have 

a booth set up at this 
year’s National Night 

Out Kick-Off.

http://nextdoor.com
https://www.facebook.com/ccpdva/
https://twitter.com/ccpdva
http://instagram.com/chesterfieldcountypolice
http://www.chesterfield.gov/1003/National-Night-Out
http://www.chesterfield.gov/1003/National-Night-Out
http://www.chesterfield.gov/1003/National-Night-Out
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Neighborhood 
Watch Corner

Vacation Planning
Summer is upon us and, although the world is a bit different now, many are still taking the opportunity to go on 
vacation. It can be difficult to enjoy your trip if you’re worried about your house and possessions, so it’s a good 
idea to talk with your neighbors and ask them to keep an eye on your home. They should be aware of a few 
things:

•	 What vehicles should be present at your house? 
•	 Will you be leaving any lights on, or do you have any lights on timers? 
•	 Will you be keeping blinds open or closed in particular rooms? 
•	 Will you have your mail and newspaper service temporarily stopped, or will someone pick them up for 

you? 
•	 Should anyone, a friend or relative, be coming by to check 

on your house or perhaps staying temporarily while you 
are gone?

If suspicious individuals or activities are noticed, neighbors 
should call the police non-emergency number at 
(804) 748-1251. As always, they should call 911 if there is an 
emergency.

Keeping your neighbors familiar with what is going on at your house 
while you are gone is another piece of the puzzle that helps build 
a successful Neighborhood Watch!



To anonymously report a crime and/or fugitive in Chesterfield County or 
Colonial Heights, call Crime Solvers at (804) 748-0660 or use the P3 Tips 

mobile app. Your tip could make you eligible for a cash reward up to $1,000. 
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Virginia Gun Laws July 1, 2020 
On July 1, 2020, several new gun control laws went into effect in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Below is a list of 
these new laws, along with a brief summary of what each entails (Please note that not all stipulations related to the 
code sections are reflected in these summaries.). The specific code section pertaining to each law has been included 
for your convenience so you may conduct further research.

•	 19.2-152.13: This code section creates the “Emergency Substantial Risk Order.” Courts may now issue a 
“substantial risk protective order” against a person, which prohibits them from purchasing, possessing, or 
transporting a firearm for the duration of the order. 

•	 18.2-308.1:4.B: This code section prohibits individuals who are the subjects of protective orders from 
possessing firearms and gives them 24 hours to either surrender their weapons to a law enforcement agency, 
or to sell or transfer them to a registered dealer or other person not prohibited from possessing a firearm. A 
violation of this section is a Class 6 Felony.

•	 18.2-56.2: This code section increases the penalty for recklessly leaving a loaded firearm unsecured in a 
manner that endangers the life and limb of a child under 14 to a Class 1 Misdemeanor.  

•	 18.2-308.2:2.R: This code section makes it unlawful for a citizen to purchase more than one handgun within 
a 30-day period in Virginia unless their weapon has been lost or stolen. Other circumstances require approval 
from the Virginia State Police. 

•	 18.2-287.5: This code section requires a person who has a firearm that was lawfully in their possession and 
then subsequently either lost or stolen to 
report the weapon as such within 48 hours 
or face a civil penalty of no more than 
$250. 

•	 18.2-308.2:5: This code section institutes 
Universal Background Checks and says that 
no person may sell a firearm to another 
unless they have received verification 
from a licensed dealer that the purchaser 
has been submitted for a criminal history 
check, and that the Virginia State Police 
has determined that the purchaser is not 
prohibited from purchasing a firearm. 

•	 15.2-915: This code section expands the 
powers of localities to limit the possession 
of firearms in areas owned or operated by 
the locality. 
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Chesterfield County Police Department
Community Services Division

pdcommunityservices@chesterfield.gov
(804) 318-8699

Safer By DeSignSafer By DeSign
When people think of police activities, they usually envision reactive policing, in 

which officers respond to such events as burglaries and robberies. However, the 
Chesterfield Police Department has been committed to proactive policing for many 

years. One part of that commitment is providing crime-preventive design input for new 
recreational, multi-family, office, commercial and industrial developments.

New development plans are routed to county agencies such as Fire & EMS, Environmental Engineering, 
Utilities, CDOT and Planning. Each agency reviews the plans for conformity with their respective 
requirements and regulations. The police department also receives plans, and the Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design (CPTED) Planner provides crime-preventive recommendations to help 
minimize criminal opportunities and maximize user safety. Emphasis is placed on maximizing natural 
surveillance and visibility, controlling access and enhancing proprietorship. Recommendations cover 
landscape selection and placement, illumination levels, signage, building access control and hardware.

Upon request, a CPTED Planner performs, free of charge, security assessments for homeowners, 
multi-family developments and commercial, office and industrial projects. The same crime prevention 
principles and safety benefits apply, but there may be unique challenges because recommendations 
must generally fit within existing architectural, functional and procedural frameworks.

A CPTED Planner, who generally has a background in city planning, architecture, and law enforcement    
spends much of their time reading site, 
architectural, landscaping and lighting 
plans and writing crime prevention 
recommendations. Ample research on plant 
species, architectural design and construction, 
and life safety codes is also required. A CPTED 
Planner’s position entails asking the right 
questions, thinking creatively and offering 
multiple solutions for any single criminal 
concern.

Citizens of Chesterfield County who would like 
to receive a written security assessment for 
their homes or businesses should contact the 
Crime Prevention Unit at 318-8699.

Through 
Our Lens


