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What A Wild Ride!
Chesterfield County didn’t let COVID-19 derail its plans to put on another great National 
Night Out event in 2020. Quite a few challenges were overcome to make the magic 
happen. All events had to be rescheduled, and alternative means of celebrating had to be 
implemented. Every aspect of our annual Kick-Off event, as well as the big night itself, was 
impacted in some way. Our fantastic police officers, special guests and partners joined to 
show the citizens of Chesterfield that we are here to serve and get to know them in spite of 
the pandemic this year. As usual, Westchester Commons hosted our annual Kick-Off event 
on September 19, featuring live music, two successful puppy adoptions, police vehicles, and 
over 25 vendors. On October 6, approximately 40 neighborhoods held events to give crime 
a going away party in their communities. Police officers, sheriff’s deputies, Animal Services 
officers and elected officials travelled across the county to meet residents and to reaffirm 
our commitment to a safe community.

After such a successful night in 2020, we can’t wait to see what we can do in 2021.

http://nextdoor.com
https://www.facebook.com/ccpdva/
https://twitter.com/ccpdva
http://instagram.com/chesterfieldcountypolice
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Lock and Talk to Help Prevent Suicide 
Did you know that one person dies by suicide every 12 minutes in America? In Virginia, suicide is the 11th leading cause of 
death, but it is the second leading cause of death for people ages 15-34 and the third leading cause of death for those ages 10-
14. Suicide is the second leading cause of death of veterans nationwide.

Signs that someone may be thinking about suicide include:

•	 Talking about wanting to die or kill oneself
•	 Looking for a way to kill oneself, such as searching online or 

buying a gun
•	 Talking about feeling hopeless or having no reason to live
•	 Talking about feeling trapped or in unbearable pain
•	 Displaying extreme mood swings
•	 Withdrawing from others
•	 Losing interest in hobbies, work or things they used to care 

about
•	 Giving away prized possessions

If you are concerned that someone may be having thoughts of suicide, there are steps you can take to help keep them safe.

Lock
Limiting access to potentially lethal materials or items by locking them or removing them from a person in crisis is an essential 
strategy for preventing suicide. Reduce easy access by locking or removing firearms, medications, alcohol or any other item that 
may pose a threat.

Talk
Talking about suicide can save lives, reduce stigma and encourage help-seeking behaviors. Ask clearly and directly about 
thoughts of suicide: “Are you thinking about suicide?” Then, show you care by saying “I care about you and want to help” and 
connecting them to resources.

Chesterfield Mental Health Emergency Services (804) 748-6356, the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 1-800-273-8255 and the 
Crisis Textline 741-741 are all available 24/7 to assist with safety planning and provide resources and support.

The Chesterfield County Police Department’s Community Services Division partners with Chesterfield Mental Health Support 
Services and the Chesterfield Suicide Awareness and Prevention Coalition to educate the community about how to recognize 
and respond to warning signs of suicide.  Each year we visit local firearms retailers and pharmacists to provide education 
and resources related to suicide awareness and prevention.  Chesterfield County offers a variety of educational programs to 
Chesterfield County businesses, organizations and citizens to learn to recognize and respond to a mental health crisis, as well as 
lock boxes and gun trigger locks for those who need them. Contact Prevention Services at (804) 768-7212 to learn more.

For more information about Chesterfield’s Suicide Prevention and Awareness Efforts visit https://www.chesterfield.gov/1005/
Suicide-Awareness-Campaign

https://www.chesterfield.gov/1005/Suicide-Awareness-Campaign
https://www.chesterfield.gov/1005/Suicide-Awareness-Campaign
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New Interactive Citizen’s Academy
The Chesterfield County Police Department is proud to announce its revised interactive Police Citizen’s Academy. This 
updated academy gives citizens an enhanced first-hand look into the daily activities police officers performs. Along with 
new topics and instruction, the participants are now given the opportunity to go through scenarios, such as use of force 
and traffic stops, and are shown a demonstration on the police department’s defensive tactics.

The use-of-force scenarios offers citizens the opportunity to go through actual scenarios that police officers go through 
in training and what goes into the split-second decisions that are made by the police officer. The participants are given a 
training belt with gear and are also given a body-worn camera so they can see what they did after the scenario is over. 

Along with the use-of-force scenarios, the traffic stop scenario allows the citizens to view a police vehicle and all its 
equipment and are given step-by-step instruction on how to conduct a safe and successful traffic stop.

A member from the Chesterfield County Attorney’s Office gives an insight from the attorney’s office point of view on 
how they handle different situations that occur within the police department. 

One experience that has stayed the same and is very popular is that every attendee is offered an 8-hour ride along with 
a police officer during their shift. 

If you would like to attend the Chesterfield County Police Department’s Citizen’s Academy, the application can be found 
at the following link: https://www.chesterfield.gov/DocumentCenter/View/2260/Citizens-Police-Academy-Application-
PDF

https://www.chesterfield.gov/DocumentCenter/View/2260/Citizens-Police-Academy-Application-PDF
https://www.chesterfield.gov/DocumentCenter/View/2260/Citizens-Police-Academy-Application-PDF


Please help prevent drug abuse and protect the 
environment. Turn in your unused or expired medication 
for safe disposal at our next Medication Take-Back Event!

Sharps will not 
be accepted.

Chesterfield County
Police Department

Chesterfield County
Sheriff’s Office

Substance Abuse
Free Environment

Medication Medication 
Take-BackTake-Back

Saturday, October 24, 2020Saturday, October 24, 2020
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Chesterfield County Police Department
Community Services Building

2730 Hicks Road
N. Chesterfield, VA 23235

Community Emergency
Response Team

Drug Enforcement
Administration
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Chesterfield County Police Department
Community Services Division

pdcommunityservices@chesterfield.gov
(804) 318-8699

This beauty is Hera! In Greek mythology, Hera 
means “goddess of family” and this pretty girl just 
happens to be looking for a family of her own! 
Hera came in as a stray with small wounds on her 
ears that the vet suspects were from mosquito 
bites. She was given an antibiotic injection and 
the wounds have resolved, but she does have 
some scars (or beauty marks, as we call them) 
that will probably always be there. Hera is a 
middle-aged girl and she’s all about the lazy 
life. She enjoys lay-ing around while watching 

everything around her. Hera 
is incredibly affectionate! She 
wants all the pets from head to 
toe and she will purr up a storm, 
too! Hera loves her food and 
would benefit from a bit of a 
diet! She is not the biggest fan 
of being picked up, as she would 
rather have all feet al-ways on 
the ground. Hera, being older 

and set in her ways, doesn’t really seem to like 
other kitties! She needs to be the only kitty in the 
home. Hera is 7 years old and weighs 8.5 pounds.

If you are interested in meeting this pet, please 
contact Chesterfield County Animal Services at 
(804) 748-1683 to schedule an appointment. 
Office staff are available by phone Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 7:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. The shelter is located at 9300 Public Works 
Road, Chesterfield.

PET AD PTION


