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Lock and Roll

U-Lock secured to rack and 
around bike frame through 
rear triangle and wheel rim

Cable secured to seat and 
around bike frame 

Locking skewers replaced quick 
releases for added security

Cable secured through 
U-Lock and around wheel

This Edition

Social Media With many people working from home because of the COVID-19 virus, there is more time for individuals to 
take breathers and get fresh air and exercise. Neighborhoods are flush with walkers and runners, and many are 
breaking out their bicycles for a spin. Unlike your walking or running shoes, which follow you into the house 
when you finish your workout, bicycles can present storage and security challenges. So, how can you keep your 
bike safe between rides?

If possible, keep your bicycle inside your home or apartment. Having your bicycle out of view and out of the 
elements is preferable. Upper-floor apartment balconies are another option, provided they are high enough that 
an individual cannot climb to them. If your bicycle is inside an attached or freestanding garage or inside a shed, 
make sure there are quality locking devices on the doors. Whether it’s a deadbolt lock or high-security padlock, 
make sure to use it!

Even if your bicycle is inside your garage or shed, lock it up. If available, lock your bicycle to a fixed, non-
removable object or to a heavy piece of equipment. Run the lock through the bicycle’s frame (triangle) and 
wheels, not just through the front or rear wheel, which can be easily removed. See the attached example.

If you do not have indoor 
storage, the same locking 
procedures apply outdoors, 
but try to secure the bicycle 
in a high-visibility location 
that is illuminated at night. 
If possible, look for an area 
that is covered by video 
surveillance.

Bicycle lock options 
are virtually endless. 
Considerations include cost, 
security level, weight, and 
portability. The most common 
criminal theft methods are 
bolt/chain cutting and sawing. 
Many brands of high quality 
U-Locks can defend against 
these methods. For reference, 
see the following two articles that test, compare, and rate bicycle locks: https://www.bikeradar.com/advice/
buyers-guides/best-bike-lock/ and https://thewirecutter.com/reviews/best-bike-lock/. In short, buy and use the 
highest quality bicycle lock you can afford; it can save you the cost of a replacement bicycle.

In the event your bicycle is stolen, it is helpful to have its brand, model, serial number, and description recorded. 
Take photos of the drivetrain-side of your bicycle and its serial number in case you need to file a report with law 
enforcement and your insurance company.

Until and after this health crisis passes, let’s keep our bicycles secure and enjoy the rides!
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Due to a variety of factors, thousands of people have decided to become first-time gun owners in 
2020. This is a great responsibility, and many safety issues need to be considered and addressed before 
owning a gun.
 
Become familiar with your weapon. You should be able to disassemble and reassemble it, clean it, and 
know how it functions. Read the instruction manual that comes with the weapon, and make sure you 
understand all the information. 

Practice makes perfect. Educate yourself on the safety 
procedures for the weapon and take it to a certified range 
and practice. This will help you become familiar with how the 
weapon functions in a safe and controlled environment. Going 
to a range gives you the opportunity to develop good shooting 
and reloading habits, proper safety measures, and safe storage 
and transport procedures. 
 
Practice will also give you an idea of your skill level/accuracy 
and whether you should seek additional training. For new 
firearms owners, this is probably the most important decision 
that is made after purchasing the firearm and it is HIGHLY 
recommended.  

Know the laws involving weapons. Make sure the weapon is stored safely in a location where other 
people, especially children, will not have access to it. Not only will this help prevent tragedies, but 
Virginia State Code 18.2-56.2 makes it a criminal offense to store a weapon in a manner that endangers 
the life or limb of any child under 14 years of age. 

Educate your children. Teach them that if they ever come across a firearm, they should leave the area 
immediately and tell an adult. 

Remember the Four Rules of Firearms Safety:
1. Treat every gun as if it is loaded. 
2. Never point a gun at anything that you are not willing to destroy. 
3. Keep your finger off the trigger until you are sure that you are ready to shoot. 
4. Always be aware of what is behind and around your target.

Remember, whenever you or someone 
in your household discharge your 
weapon, you are responsible for 
the results. 

Target: Safety
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Through 
Our Lens

Chesterfield County, like many other counties and cities in Virginia, has both 
a police department and sheriff’s office that operate generally in the same 

area. Given this apparent overlap in authority, many people tend to question 
the difference between a police officer and sheriff’s deputy. The following is a 

brief explanation of the operational roles of these two authorities in the County of 
Chesterfield.   

 
The Chesterfield County Sheriff’s Office historically handled most law enforcement matters 

in Chesterfield County until the creation of the police department in 1914. Currently, the police 
department handles all law enforcement functions within Chesterfield County.  In addition to making arrests, the 
police department’s functions include patrol, traffic enforcement, responding to and investigating all criminal 
matters, and protection of life. County police officers have no authority in civil matters except to execute and 
serve temporary detention and emergency custody orders, as well as serve orders of protection. The police chief, 
who is appointed by the Board of Supervisors, oversees all functions of the police department. In Virginia, police 
authority is derived from Virginia Code 15.2-1704. 
 
The Sheriff’s Office, whose members generally have the same authority as police officers, assist police when 
needed. However, they most often limit themselves to the protection of courthouses, as well as judicial officials, 
operation and security of the county jail and to serve civil process and criminal papers. The Chesterfield Sheriff is 
an elected official who serves a four-year term and who may run for additional terms without limit. In localities 
without a police department, the sheriff’s office is responsible for all patrol duties, as well as the protection of 
its judicial and jail facilities and civil process. The power of the sheriff’s office is derived from Virginia Code 15.2 
-1609.

Both the Chesterfield County Police and the Sheriff’s Office are committed to serving the county’s residents 
and visitors. Their collective priority is the protection of our community and dedication to making Chesterfield 
County a First-Choice community in which to live, work, raise a family, and play.

What’s the Difference? 

Do you have a question for a future newsletter? 
Email us at pdcommunityservices@chesterfield.gov

(Your name will not appear in print)

To anonymously report a crime and/or fugitive in Chesterfield County or 
Colonial Heights, call Crime Solvers at (804) 748-0660 or use the P3 Tips 

mobile app. Your tip could make you eligible for a cash reward up to $1,000. 
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We find ourselves in a situation that many of us have never thought about, much less experienced, before. We are 
wearing masks and gloves in public, practicing “social distancing,” and are unable to engage in many activities that 
were part of everyday life just two months ago. That’s why it’s important to remember that Neighborhood Watch 
isn’t just about fighting crime; it’s also about building a sense of community with your neighbors. The current health 
circumstances have had devastating effects on some members of our community, but this is a great opportunity for 
neighbors to come together to look after each other. Below are some suggestions that can help keep everyone safe:

• Start a phone tree and assign people to call one or two others every day just to check on them. 

• Arrange a special signal for people at high risk or with special 
needs to communicate at a glance with neighbors that they 
are OK. This may be accomplished by placing a different 
colored piece of paper in the window each day or by 
standing at their door or window and waving to their 
neighbors at a certain time. If neighbors don’t see the 
special signal, they will know that something is wrong and 
they should check.

We hope the health crisis we face will end soon, but you may want 
to consider these ideas for those in your neighborhood who 
need special attention.

Neighborhood 
Watch Corner

Neighborhood Watch - It isn’t just about crime
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2020

NATIONAL 

NIGHT OUT

KICK-OFF

Chesterfield County Police Department
Neighborhood Watch Program

Questions? Contact Corporal Craig Eckrich 706-2982

Saturday

September 19

5-8:30 p.m.

• Live music 
• Family fun
• Police helicopter
• Vendors

Westchester Commons
15786 WC Main Street

Midlothian, Virginia
www.chesterfield.gov/nationalnightout
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NOCHE

NACIONAL

CONTRA EL 

CRIMEN 

2020

Chesterfield County Police Department
Programa de Vigilancia de la Comunidad

¿Preguntas? Contacte al Corporal Craig Eckrich (804) 706-2982

• Música en vivo
• Diversión para toda 

la familia
• Helicóptero de la 

policía
• Vendedores

Westchester Commons
15786 WC Main Street

Midlothian, Virginia
www.chesterfield.gov/nationalnightout

SÁbado

Septiembre 19

5-8:30 p.m.

ÚNETE AL LANZAMIENTO ÚNETE AL LANZAMIENTO 


