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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Is it 2021 yet?  Much like Y2K, nothing seemed to magically 
change from 2020 to 2021 when we celebrated the new 
year (you know, when we didn’t see anybody and went to 
bed early in hopes of expediting the arrival of 2021 – like 
Santa).  We are still trying to make the best out of an un-
certain world and reveling in the glimmers of normalcy that 
rarely come.  However, like the groundhog, we are starting 
to accept that this winter is not ending anytime soon.  So, 
mask up as we embrace “normal” until 2022 arrives...

Much of our efforts and plans last year were made on a temporary basis with 
hopes that this would pass.  We cancelled in person events and have missed 
engaging with all of you.  Right now, 2021 is not looking much different except 
that we have been adapting.  We are making plans to hold an annual meeting 
via Zoom this year – last year, it was delayed and eventually cancelled.  While 
a Zoom meeting with as many people as usually attend our annual meeting 
can get unwieldly, I really do hope that as many of you as possible attend (see 
article in this Observer to secure your attendance).  Likewise, the neighbor-
hood yard sale last year was delayed and then cancelled – unfortunately, it is 
cancelled for this year too.  Our annual picnic (Oxtoberfest) is usually in the fall 
and, time will tell, but it is not looking good for this year.  You can help us adapt 
by attending the annual meeting and letting us know how we can better engage 
and support you and our neighborhood in general.  Our preferred in person 
engagements have been put on indefinite hold, but we continue to publish the 
Oxford Observer quarterly and update our website and Facebook pages as 
needed.
Looking forward to “seeing” you at the annual meeting!
Anthony C. Corcoran

Oxford Neighbor-
hood Projects

Pony Pasture Park

Page 24
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Observer Staff
The Oxford Observer is a quar-
terly publication of the Greater 
Oxford Civic 
Association.

Executive Editor: 

Editor: Niki Sabbath

Layout Editor: JoAnn Gray

Advertising: Carolyn 
Palombo

Distribution:  Mike Martin, Page 
Wagner, Nancy Miller, Eileen 
Sadtler & Your Block Captain
Contributing Writers:  Nancy 
Miller, Niki Sabbath, Pat Par-
sons, Paula Lowry, Mike Mar-
tin, Wayne Gauthier,  Anthony 
Corcoran and Courtney Tolmie.

The Observer welcomes articles 
of interest to Oxford residents.  
Articles may be emailed to:  
nsabbath@verizon.net

Published each season by the 
volunteers listed above.

A Note from the Editor: We 
will be updating the new web-
site with news items between         
Observer publications.  Send any 
news items to Niki Sabbath at 
nsabbath@verizon.net

Greater Oxford Civic Association Annual Meeting
When? 7:00 PM on April 6, 2021

Where? Via Zoom

Agenda

•	 Welcome – GOCA President Anthony Corcoran

•	 Local City and County updates 

o Councilwoman Kristen Larson

o Supervisor Leslie Haley

•	 Oxford Updates

o Status of 2021 Oxford planned or canceled activities and func-
tions

o Oxford Yard Sale

o Oxford Food Drive

o National Night Out

o Oxtoberfest

•	 Resident input and questions

•	 Election of Board members

o Slate presented

o Vote taken

•	 Election of the 2021-22 GOCA officers

o Slate presented 

o Vote taken

Please e-mail us at oxfordcivicassoc@gmail.com by Monday, April 
5th to register to attend our Zoom meeting and we will send you 
the link. 

 We hope all of you can make it!
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OXFORD GARDEN CLUB  
NEWS

By Pat Parsons

Longing for spring? Get out your clippers 
and pruners and look around your yard. 
In late winter and early spring, watch 
for branches that are budding or show-
ing emerging leaves. Take cuttings, bring 
them inside, place them in water, and wait 
for them to blossom.  Voila! There’s spring-
time at your house. (Don’t forget to change 
the water often.) 

That was the message at the January 
Zoom meeting of the Oxford Garden Club 
when President, Evelyn Klumb, led a dis-
cussion on forcing blossoms from cuttings 
of flowering trees and shrubs. She shared 
photos of branches of forsythia, flowering 
plum, and quince she had successfully 
forced into bloom. The Board sent de-
tailed instructions for early forcing of bulbs 
and branches to the members before the 
meeting. If you would like a copy for fu-
ture reference, call Patricia Parsons at 
(804) 272-4619, or send an email to pjpar-
sons1@yahoo.com.

Because of Covid-19, the Club has been 
meeting monthly by Zoom. The April and 
May meetings will take place at Providence 
Methodist Church’s picnic area. The venue 
is a safe, outside, and has plenty of room 
for social distancing. The Club met there in 
the fall. Members brought their own lunch-
es, wore their masks, stayed apart, wel-
comed the chance to visit with each other 
and break the tedium of Covid-19 house 
arrest.
The Oxford Garden Club has been active 
in Stratford Hills/Oxford since 1965. We are 
gardeners who love exploring the craft of 
artistic design, caring for our environment, 
and learning about what grows well in our 
neighborhood. Interested? All are welcome.
For more information, contact Membership 
Chair, Louise Esser (610) 406-1685. Check 
us out on Facebook: Oxford Garden Club 
Piedmont District/VFGC.
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Rattlesnake Creek By Al Yancey

As many of you know, the City of Richmond has been 
working for years on a project to deal with erosion 
issues on Rattlesnake Creek.  As of early 2021, this 
project was in the final stages of being implemented. 
However, when some of the final and important 
details of the actual work came to light, my wife Sue 
and I had serious reservations about completing the 
project. The City was very cooperative and engaging, 
and after several conversations and meetings, they 
agreed we should terminate the project. This is now 
officially confirmed by the head of the Department 
of Public Utilities (DPU). What follows is some of the 
substance of the letter Sue and I wrote to DPU on why 
we requested it be terminated:
The extent of the disturbance - particularly the "limits 
of disturbance" which were recently marked, revealed 
the extent of the project. Specifically, the fact that 
"limit of disturbance" meant actual clearing of the land 
in between the stakes, was something of which we 
were not aware until the last couple of weeks. In many 
cases the distance of clearing could be as much as 100' 
from one side to the other including both sides of the 
creek.

The clarification by DPU of the need for a "flood plain" 
type of area between the creek and woods was help-
ful in our understanding of the end-product. Follow-
ing our meeting and at their suggestion, I went and 
walked both the Walmsley (Pocosham) project and the 
Gambles Mill project. From these projects, I could see 
the concept the City desired to implement on Rattle-
snake Creek. This design entails a much wider stream, 
plus a substantial open area with long grass to support 
the floodplain area during times of heavy rainfall and 
drainage.
In our view, what they did was fine in areas such as 
both of those projects. The restorations there are not 
really in neighborhoods - although Walmsley does 
have a few adjacent houses. It does not impact an 
established neighborhood as we have here in Oxford. 

OXFORD NEIGHBORHOOD PROJECTS

Forest Hill Avenue Construction Up-
date From Kristen Larson
I know it can be frustrating at times, but the Forest Hill 
Avenue project is coming along!  You have probably 
noticed the sidewalks have been installed and the median 
is building constructed.  Here is the latest update from the 
contractor: 
 
The current utility relocation phase is scheduled to be 
completed on 5/24. Paving of the westbound lane will 
commence after the current phase and traffic is moved to 
the original configuration to allow completion of me-
dian curbs, crosswalks signal and landscaping. After the 
completion of landscaping, the final asphalt surface will 
be placed to complete the project. The project is currently 
scheduled to be completed on 10/31/21. 
 
As a reminder, the full project scope can be seen online at 
www.richmondgov.com/PublicWorks/ForestHillImprove-
mentProject.aspx 

In the case of Gambles Mill, that area has always been 
"tweener" land between the University of Richmond 
and the Country Club of Virginia and previously had 
a small service road and railroad tracks. No homes or 
neighborhoods were impacted.

Particularly, after reviewing the "top of bank" mark-
ings we couldn’t support this design as being some-
thing that should be done here. It would dramatically 
alter the character of the whole area. Clearing the spec-
ified areas would remove many old, established and 
irreplaceable trees far beyond the creek bed itself. This 
was way, way more than we had earlier envisioned. 
These woods are a beloved part of the lives and child-
hoods of our children, grandchildren and many others 
who live in the Oxford neighborhood, especially in the 
immediate area.  We did not want that to be lost.
There was no disagreement on our part that some 
remediation of the creek would be beneficial. Over the 
last 30 years, the addition of Chippenham Parkway 
as a major highway plus additional upstream devel-
opment has increased the erosion. Further, per our 
conversations with DPU engineers, we understood 
the need for a large project to accomplish the City’s 
objectives. However, our original understanding of the 
work was far less than what these designs mean as an 
end- product, and we were told that the City couldn’t 
make any substantial changes to the existing plan.
 
Thus, we requested the project be terminated and 
that was concurred in writing by the head of DPU on 
February 2nd, 2021.
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OXFORD NEIGHBORHOOD PROJECTS

Elkhardt-Thompson Middle School From Jonathan Young

Demolition, Coming Soon.  I am pleased to share that this evening the School Board of the City of 
Richmond approved demolition of the former Elkhardt-Thompson Middle School on Forest Hill Av-
enue next to Huguenot High.  The antiquaqted building was replaced by the new River City Middle 
School located at Hull Street/Elkhardt Roads.  To retain the old building would cost taxpayers $100k a 
year, but subsequent demolition of the site will provide green space to by retained by Richmond Public 
Schools.

I am writing to update you on the proposed full traffic signal at the intersection of Huguenot and Cherokee 
Roads.  More than a year ago, on August 19, 2019, I hosted a meeting at the Huguenot Community Center to 
discuss the Department of Public Works’ (DPW) proposal for the signal. Travis Bridewell, the City’s Traffic 
Engineering Operations Manager, presented the proposal along with crash data justifying DPW’s support 
of the project.  Between 2015 and 2018, there were 26 vehicle crashes at the Huguenot and Cherokee inter-
section.  Since that meeting, our office has heard from many of you with safety concerns from drivers and 
bicyclists who pass through this well-trafficked area. 
 
I realize that there are a number of residents who are concerned that the installation of a full traffic signal at 
this intersection might increase traffic volume and speeds along Cherokee Road.  Fortunately, DPW will be 
installing 2 speed tables on Cherokee Road this spring which will help to slow and deter traffic.  This was an 
option that was discussed at the meeting in 2019. 
 
 Based on the traffic crash data and the community feedback I have received over the past year, I am in full 
support of the Huguenot/Cherokee full traffic signal which will include ADA ramps, pedestrian countdown 
signals, and ladder crosswalks.  The project is not currently funded, but I have expressed my support for it in 
forthcoming budgets. 
 
Please feel free to email comments or questions to Kristen.Larson@richmondgov.com or call (804) 646-5646.

Traffic Signal at Huguenot and Cherokee From Kristen Larson
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Huguenot Road Pump Station and Water Tank
PROJECT SUMMARY:
Chesterfield County and the City of Richmond revised the existing water contract agreement, 
which allows for Chesterfield County to purchase an additional five million gallons of finished 
water per day from the City of Richmond. A two-million-gallon ground storage water tank and 
a pump station will be constructed on city property adjacent to the city’s existing water tank, 
pump station and Fire Station #25 to facilitate the distribution of the finished water to 
Chesterfield County.

Pump Station and Water Tank Project Schedule:

• Construction Contract Advertisement: August 2020  
• Contract Award: October 28, 2020
• Notice to Proceed: January 2021
• Construction Complete: May 2022

WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW:
Chesterfield issued an Invitation for Bid in August 2020 for construction of the Pump Station and 
Tank. Bids were received in late September and the contract was awarded in October 2020.  
Construction is anticipated to start in January 2021 with a 16-month construction duration. 
Construction of the supply line within Huguenot Rd is expected to start in late 2020 to early 
2021.  

Location of 
Proposed Pump 
Station and Tank 
(Artist Rendering)

OXFORD NEIGHBORHOOD PROJECTS
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4TH DISTRICT UPDATE
By Councilwoman Kristen Larson

Dear Oxford Friends and Neighbors,

I hope this note finds you safe and healthy.  
We have almost been in this pandemic for a 
year, and I’m pleased to see we are starting 
to get our residents vaccinated.  If you need 
any assistance regarding figuring out when 
you can obtain the vaccine or how to sign up, 
please visit the Richmond City Health Dis-
trict website at https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/
richmond-city/ or call 804-205-3501.  Informa-

tion and updates on the vaccine rollout are 
changing almost daily, so please visit that 
website or call the hotline for the most up-to-
date information.

City Council voted in late January to approve 
a tax amnesty program for Richmond resi-
dents who qualify.  Enacted by Ordinance 
2021-001, the Tax Amnesty Program will be a 
limited-time offer by the Department of Fi-
nance to qualifying taxpayers that will elimi-
nate penalty and interest liabilities due on 
unpaid real estate and/or ALM taxes. The Tax 
Amnesty Program will not reduce the amount 
of tax due – under the Code of Virginia, the 
Department of Finance cannot legally do this. 
However, Richmond is provided the ability to 
forgive penalties and interest on certain tax 
types by the Commonwealth.

COVID-19 Vaccine Update 
I have heard from a lot of constitu-
ents about concerns about COVID vac-
cine registrations and questions about 
information being properly received.  
Good news - Richmond City Health Dis-
trict (RCHD) uploaded all of their data to a 
new Virginia Department of Health web-
site that is now receiving all COVID vac-
cine registrations.  
 
The new website is vaccinate.virginia.
gov.  From this web site you will be able 
to register to get on the list for the vaccine 
or verify that your information you entered 
locally is already there 
 
The website is fairly user-friendly and was 
up and running when I checked it on Feb-

ruary 16.  All individuals who have previously 
filled out an interest form or signed up for a 
waitlist to be vaccinated through their local 
health district will be automatically imported 
into the new statewide system.  
 
I understand residents are stressed and wor-
ried about getting the vaccine.  Vaccine sup-
ply continues to be an issue but our local and 
state health department workers are working 
round the clock to make sure the lists are 
ready when the supplies arrive.  I attended a 
vaccine event at one of our senior apartment 
buildings last week and was very happy to 
see the efficiency of the event.     
  
VDH’s call center can be an additional re-
source to residents at 877-ASK-VDH3 (877-
275-8343), open 8am - 8pm seven days a 
week.  
Stay safe!
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To benefit, you have to be willing to pay 
delinquent taxes or enroll in a payment plan 
with help from the city. You can learn more 
about the program at www.RVAStrong.org/
taxamnesty.  Richmond City Department 
of Finance has designed many options for 
safely and securely filling out the 2021 Tax 
Amnesty application. If you want to apply, but 
cannot access the online resources, please 
call 311 and reference the tax amnesty pro-
gram. 

Lastly, as we continue to take the proper 
safety precautions in response to COVID-19, 
I will continue to host 4th district meetings 
online (with video and call-in options).  I will 
share the information for these meetings 
along with any other updates in my e-news-
letter.  If you do not already receive my news-

letter, please email 4th district liaison, Aaron 
Bond, at aaron.bond@richmondgov.com to 
join the email list.   If you need to reach me 
for any other reason, please email me at 
kristen.larson@richmondgov.com or call my 
office (804-646-5646) or cell (804-503-1313). 
Please continue to social distance, wear a 
mask, and stay safe.
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New public Financial Navigator program:  
Do your clients need free, professional help managing their 
finances or accessing public programs due to COVID-19? 
  

 
 
 
 
The City of Richmond, in partnership with HumanKind, has launched a Financial Navigator program to 
help residents manage the financial impact of COVID-19. Financial Navigators provide one-on-one 
telephone assistance – at no cost– navigating critical financial issues and making referrals to other 
social services and resources.  

 
Visit www.finnav.org/rva or call 804-646-MORE (6673) to sign your clients up for this 
free service. 
 
Please note - Financial Navigators do not provide financial assistance. They help residents triage their 
financial issues, identify immediate action steps, and make referrals to public programs and services. 

What Happens during a Financial Navigation Session? 
 
Financial Navigation services are delivered over the phone; sessions last between 15-30 minutes. 
Once the client provides contact information either by phone or internet, they will be contacted to 
provide basic identifying information and then be called by the Financial Navigator.  
 
Financial Navigators can provide guidance to: 

 Resources for Prioritizing payments for daily living expenses, like housing, food, and 
insurance; 

 Resources for Maximizing income, through accessing benefits, emergency cash 
assistance, and emergency loans, and considering options like unemployment or short-term 
disability; 

 Resources for Managing debt, from credit cards to student loans to child support, and 
guiding negotiations with creditors; 

 Resources for Avoiding predatory scams; 
 Resources for Budgeting for future income disruptions; and 
 Resources for Accessing other social services, like Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

services. 

The Navigator and client will identify next steps during the session, and clients will receive a 
personalized follow up email. If a client has additional questions, they may contact the program 
again but may be served by a different Navigator.  

 

 

 

   

Please share with clients and spread the word! Please feel free to help clients sign 
up for services at www.finnav.org/rva.  Contact Treasurer@richmondgov.com  
with any questions. 
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Everything you need to wash & dry your pet 
+ 

Toys, treats, collars, leashes + more 
 

Most bathers are in & out in 30 
minutes leaving the dirt & hair behind 

Excellent for bonding with your pet 
Stratford Hills Shopping Center  
Forest Hill Ave at Hathaway Rd  

www.crittertown.com   
(804) 320-1096 

 

RECIPE 
CORNER
Favorite Family Recipes

MANAGEMEDS PROGRAM
•   Daily Medicine Routine with med list.
•   All medications fi lled together.
•   Delivered right to your door.
•   EASY & SAFE!!

STORE HOURS:
Mon-Friday 8:30am - 9pm
Saturday: 9am - 7pm
Sunday: 10am - 5pm

2608 Buford Road
Richmond, VA 23235
Phone: 804-272-1423
Fax: 804-272-7967

VISIT US 
JOIN US

We take Medicare, Tricare 
and MOST Insurances!!!

CELEBRATING 
60 YEARS
Looking for a 
Special Gift?

    We Also Have    
          a Florist!

BOOMER AD: BUFORD PHARMACY / Qurt. Pg Ad_     FNL_v2
Feb / March 2018                                      01/19/2018 

HEALTHY LIVING CLINIC SERVICES 
•   Get Flu & Pneumonia Shots Here!
•   IMMEDIATE results & counseling with A1C, 

Cholesterol & Coumadin Checks! 
•   TB Testing
•   Travel Consultations & Vaccinations

We’re more than Medicine & All About You!

Cole Slaw Dressing
Submitted by Valerie Garrett

The recipe I have is for a homemade coleslaw 
dressing that I got from my aunt - I lived with her for 
a while when I was in college and I had never liked 
coleslaw until I had this version!

Ingredients: 
1 egg
1 cup sugar, 
1/2 cup apple cider vinegar 
1/2 cup water 
1 teaspoon cornstarch 
mayonnaise
bagged coleslaw mix or make your own

Directions:

Combine egg and sugar in a saucepan 
Add vinegar and water - bring to a boil, stirring 
constantly, then take off heat
Mix a teaspoonful of cornstarch in water and add 
to thicken. 
Use equal parts dressing and mayonnaise to 
taste then chill.

If you would like to share an old favorite 
recipe for a future newsletter, please send it 
to Niki Sabbath at nsabbath@verizon.net
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FROM BETSY CARR

Dear Friend,

The legislative session convened on January 
13 and continued until the end of February. The 
House of Delegates met virtually to conduct 
business while the Senate met at the Science 
Museum of Virginia. Although the environment 
was certainly different, I enjoyed continuing 
to meet with many constituents and advocacy 
groups about their priorities.

Session Update

It is an honor that all my bills passed the House 
of Delegates this session:

•	 HB1901 expands the availability of the 
online Virginia Driver’s Manual course 
to provide greater accessibility, which is 
particularly important as we continue to 
battle COVID-19.

•	 HB1902 prohibits food vendors from us-
ing styrofoam food containers by 2025.

•	 HB1903 allows localities to reduce 
speed limits in residential and business 
districts to 15 miles per hour.

•	 HB1969 provides fiscally stressed lo-
cal governments (such as Richmond) 
important tools to transform blighted, 
derelict properties back into productive, 
tax paying use and provisioned for af-
fordable housing opportunities.

•	 HB1971 clarifies the Virginia Fair Hous-
ing Law to ensure that someone with a 
disability can request accessible park-
ing to fully use and enjoy their housing.

•	 HB1981 provides that if a tenant does 
not feel safe having workers come into 

their home, they can notify the landlord 
that they do not want non-emergency 
maintenance to be addressed during a 
pandemic, such as COVID-19. The tenant 
must agree to hold the landlord harmless 
for any routine maintenance not ad-
dressed.

•	 HB2299 implements several recommen-
dations from JLARC’s review of K-12 spe-
cial education in Virginia to improve the 
quality of learning that students in special 
education receive

I am also proud to support the following legis-
lation:

•	 Abolishing the Death Penalty
•	 Reviewing the racial and ethnic impact for 

proposed criminal justice bills
•	 Ensuring paid sick leave for workers
•	 Tax rebates for Electric Vehicles
•	 Legalizing and regulating marijuana - fo-

cusing on social and economic equity
•	 Prohibiting firearms in polling places
•	 Establishing and funding the “Get Skilled, 

Get a Job, Give Back” (G3) Program
•	 Transit equity and modernization study
•	 Ensuring tenant rights and protections
•	 Providing abortion coverage under health 

benefits
•	 Entering the National Popular Vote Com-

pact
•	 Requiring law enforcement officers to 

report wrongdoings by other officers
•	 Community and environmental justice 

outreach
•	 Ending qualified immunity for law enforce-

ment officers
•	 Establishing the Produce Rx Program to 

address food insecurity
•	 Establishing a process for automatic ex-

pungement
•	 Protecting domestic workers under the 

Virginia Human Rights Act
•	 Facilitating the administration of the CO-

VID-19 vaccine
•	 Recognizing racism as a public health 

crisis



OXFORD OBSERVER SPRING 2021

Page 13

Budget Amendments that I have introduced:

•	 Restoring funding for nursing homes with 
special populations (at the request of the 
Virginia Home)

•	 Establishing a pediatric cancer research 
fund

•	 Providing for additional English Learner 
Teachers (at the request of Richmond 
Public Schools)

•	 Increasing funding for the Tuition Assis-
tance Grant (TAG) program

•	 Supporting Solar Hands-On Instructional 
Network of Excellence (SHINE)

•	 Restoring funding for local libraries
•	 Planning and establishing the Fetal and 

Infant Mortality Review Team (at the re-
quest of NARAL and Birth in Color)

•	 Providing Medicaid support for Mobile Vi-
sion Clinics for Kids

•	 Funding demographic services for aging 
groups (at the request of Senior Connec-
tions)

•	 Increasing funding for the Family and Chil-
dren’s Trust (FACT) Fund (at the request 
of Voices for Virginia’s Children)

•	 Restoring funding for the marine archaeol-
ogy program

•	 Creating urban green space at the Sci-
ence Museum of Virginia

•	 Increasing funding for the VCU Wilder 
School’s RISE initiative to confront racial 
equity and social justice work in public 
affairs

It is an honor to serve you in the General As-
sembly. If you have any questions, concerns, or 
issues that I can help address, please email me 
at delegate.carr@betsycarr.org or call 804-698-
1069. I am available to meet with you or your 
civic association or community group via a web 
call to discuss your legislative priorities. Finally, I 
am happy to share that you can now find me on 
Twitter (@delbetsycarr) as well. I look forward to 
staying in touch.
Sincerely,

Betsy B. Carr

AArree  yyoouu  ssttaarrtitinngg  ttoo  
tthhiinnkk  aabboouutt    

ddoowwnnssiizziinngg  ttoo  yyoouurr  
nneexxtt  hhoommee??  

If  you are thinking this season may be the 
right time to sell your property, call us for a 

current market analysis of  your home. 

Wayne Gauthier & Austin Gauthier 

REALTORS® 

804-372-0591 

thegauthiers.joynerfineproperties.com 
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Steve Davis

steve@riverfoxrealty.com

stevedavisrva.com

Call/Text: 804-787-0636

Your

neighborhood

is my

neighborhood.

Let's talk! 

Virginia Living 2020 Top Realtor
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4803 Forest Hill Avenue

RiverFoxRealty.com  l  804-887-0700 | Richmond, VA

Virginia Living 2020
Top Realtor

How’s this for multi-tasking:  earning a PhD, hav-
ing three part time jobs (with the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, VCU and a non-profit) and writing a novel? 
Makes me tired just reading the last sentence!  And 
what do all these endeavors require - writing skills, 
of course!  Gigi Amateau is doing all of these, plus 
gardening in her spare (?) time. 
Gigi is completing work on her PhD at VCU, where 
she also earned a B.S. in Urban Studies and a 
Masters in Gerontology.  

MEET GIGI AMATEAU
By Niki Sabbath

She will defend her dissertation on April 12:  
its topic is Risks and Protective Factors for 
Social Connections among Older Adults.  Her 
two major findings were that 1) the social 
connection scores increased with age and 2) 
experiencing a series of traumatic events and 
life transitions caused the social connection 
scores to drop.
Gigi has always loved to write.  Even as a 
child, she kept a journal and wrote when-
ever she could.  Her first book, Claiming 
Georgia Tate, was published in 2005 and 
won four awards:

•	 New York Public Library 
Books for the Teen Age

•	 Voice of Youth Advocates Re-
view Editor’s Choice

•	 BookSense Summer Pick
•	 Southern Independent Book-

seller’s Alliance Book Award, 
Children’s Nominee
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Do You Need More Space?
You’ve been spending a lot of time at home.  

Have you discovered that you’ve outgrown your space?
Or, do you have more space than you need?

Whether you need to upsize, downsize, or you’re just ready for a change...

We’re here for you.  
Now is a great time to get started on your house hunt. 

We’re taking precautions to keep you safe and get you into a home you love.
Let’s Connect and Talk about Your Next Home. 

THE WOOD TEAM, REALTORS ®

JENE & KEITH WOOD

(804) 624-1899 | (804) 564-5200

J E N E W O O D @ S R M F R E .C O M

K E I T H W O O D @ S R M F R E .C O M

9004 W. HUGUENOT ROAD | RICHMOND, VA 23235 | 804.288.2100
IF YOU ARE CURRENTLY WORKING WITH AN AGENT, THIS IS NOT INTENDED TO SOLICIT THAT BUSINESS. W W W . S R M F R E . C O M

TheWoodTeamRVATheWoodTeamRealtors(804) 624-1899

She originally did not intend to publish the work, 
but a friend sent the manuscript to an uncle, who 
sent it to legendary children’s author Judy Blume.  
Judy, who has continued to mentor Gigi, contact-
ed her, encouraged her to find an agent, and as 
they say - the rest is history.

Gigi has published six subsequent books – sev-
eral of them also award winners.  She started her 
current book in 2016 and plans to revise it in May 
at Porches Writing Retreat in Norwood, VA.

Her writing process is very organic: she calls it a 
friendly partnership between her internal editor 
and her more creative, free-wheeling side.  She 
has a vision, but often she doesn’t know how to 
bring this vision to the printed page.  She claims 
she and her vision evolve as the story evolves. 
These two forces, with lots of revisions, together 
create a final product.

For Gigi, one challenge of writing is to be able to 
step out of the activities of daily life and suspend 
them while writing.  She often goes to the James 

River or she will practice Yoga (she’s a certified 
Yoga instructor) to get her body and brain ready 
for writing.  Swimming is another activity that 
prepares her for writing.  These before and after 
rituals are important for her writing process. 

Her early childhood was spent in Mississippi, 
where she continued to spend her summers with 
her grandparents after her family moved to Ha-
nover County.

She and her husband have lived in Oxford for 18 
years.  She loves the diversity of the neighbor-
hood.  According to Gigi, Oxford was well inte-
grated before many of the surrounding areas, and 
she regrets that there is no formal oral or written 
history of the neighbors who first lived in Oxford.   

No matter how busy Gigi becomes, she’ll always 
be writing.  Oh, and then there’s the gardening to 
do when she gets home from Porches… 
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TOTALLY YOU 

                INC.             
                              

*Gift Certificates available* 

Hair Cuts 
For the Whole Family 

Men $22 - Women $30 
Children under 12 - $15 

Your Neighborhood 
Hair Salon 

2841 Hathaway Road 
Richmond 

(804) 320-1198    (804) 320-1190 

Goodstuff 

Consignment 
2724 Tinsley Drive   560-4015 

Voted one of the best bargain places for 

Housewares & furniture in Richmond 

Mon-Sat 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Next to Bon Air Seafood/ Butcher at Bon Air 

www.goodstuffconsignments.com 

Now offering mid 20th Century furniture. 

Gary Duke 
Realtor 

 
Forest Hill Corridor Expert! 

Serving the Richmond Area for over 18 years!  
 

 
 

Knowledge & Experience You can Trust! 
 

Consistently in the Top 10 of local PenFed Agents! 
Top 3% of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Agents Nationwide! 

 
Call: 804-512-2027 

gary.duke@comcast.net 
 

 
 

2737 McRae Rd, North Chesterfield, VA 23235 
Office: 804-320-1391 
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OXFORD REAL ESTATE ROUND UP
By Wayne Gauthier

Top Sale - 2815 Bicknell Road, one of the new-
est homes built in our neighborhood in 2015 
offered exceptional design and layout. From the 
open floor plan to the upscale appliances, this 
home had a “wow” factor from the moment you 
walked in. The large owner’s suite with vaulted 
ceilings was a unique architectural detail that 
added to the attractiveness of the home. The 
garages are also a wonderful feature with all the 
storage that allows. Welcome our new neighbor 
to our Oxford community. 

Address Fin SF # Bedrooms Style Sales Price Sales Date
3111 Darnley Dr 2066 3 Ranch $301,500 2020-12-18
3141 Darnley Dr 1756 3 Ranch $307,555 2020-12-17
8104 Duncaster Rd 2827 4 Tri-Level/Quad Level $335,000 2020-10-20
3814 W Weyburn Rd 2546 3 Tri-Level/Quad Level $336,640 2020-10-27
8359 Charlise Rd 1894 4 Ranch $340,000 2020-10-30
3257 E Weyburn Rd 2638 4 Ranch $345,000 2020-11-17
2864 Bicknell Rd 2362 3 Ranch $347,100 2020-12-23

3510 Sherbrook Rd 2805 5
Custom, Tri-Level/

Quad Level $350,000 2020-10-27
8200 Halstead Rd 2097 4 Tri-Level/Quad Level $375,000 2020-10-28
8417 Halesworth Rd 2455 4 2-Story $401,000 2020-12-15
2815 Bicknell Rd 2000 3 Cape $417,000 2020-11-12

* Data taken from the Chesterfield and City of Richmond tax records and the Central Virginia Regional 
Multiple Listing Service. Transactions Recorded between 10/16/2020-1/31/2021. Wayne Gauthier, 
Joyner Fine Properties, is a Licensed Real Estate Agent in Richmond, Virginia.
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     DDrr..  TToomm  HHaanneeyy                          DDrr..  BBoonnnniiee  CClliinnee  
            DDrr..  SSeetthh  LLiippssttoocckk                                      DDrr..  CCrreessttaa  JJoonneess  
            DDrr..  LLaauurreenn  KKnnootttt  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We are a full  service 
medical and surgical 
veterinary hospital. 

 
Call For An Appointment 

 

Monday – Friday 
8 am - 7 pm 

 

Saturday 
              9 am - 12 pm 

 
Visit us online at www.bonairanimalhospital.com 

Or on Facebook  

Thurman S. Cash & Son

Insurance Agency

  1520 Huguenot Road
Suite 115

Midlothian, VA 23113

All lines of Insurance & Bonds

Serving Oxford & 
the Richmond

Area since 1961

794-7620
     Trip Cash  Thurman Cash              

Sarah Collins

QUEEN ELIZABETH               
COMMEMORATING            
JAMESTOWN SETTLEMENT

THEN 1957  350 Annivesary

NOW 2007   400Anniversary
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GREATER OXFORD CIVIC ASSOCIATION
2021 DUES - $15.00

Name_____________________________________________ Telephone #_______________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________________________________________________
          

I would like to assist with the association’s work.  
My interests include:  ________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Please make check payable to the Greater Oxford Civic Association and mail to:
Oxford Civic Association

 P.O. Box 3881 
Richmond, VA 23235

In spite of the ongoing impact of the 
virus on our in-person meetings and 
activities this last year, your Greater 
Oxford Civic Association has been as 
active as possible for you! In 2020 we 
organized a food drive with great suc-
cess; Oxford residents really turned 
out in that effort.  In addition, we con-
tinued to get the Observer out each 
quarter on schedule.  In December, the 
holiday decorations contest generated 
a lot of participation with some beauti-
ful winners.  

During 2020 and early 2021, the Board 
has been working with the City of Rich-
mond on various infrastructure issues, 

YOUR 2021 OXFORD MEM-
BERSHIP IS DUE!
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All of these and more make our community 
vibrant – and although we must take each 
one day by day due to current restrictions, 
we hope to have them all back up and run-
ning just as soon as we are able!

Many of you have moved here from places 
that have monthly dues. What we do for a 
mere $15.00 a year is one of the best uses 
you can have for your money and help you 
become part of Oxford. Our neighborhood 
has remained strong over the years; it is 
due to the combined efforts of all our indi-
vidual residents, led by your Board.

Our goal is to have over 450 of our resi-
dents as members – we need your support 
to hit this goal!!

Again - Annual dues for GOCA are only 
$15.00.  There are two ways to pay:
You can send your check with the mem-
bership dues form to: 
• Greater Oxford Civic Association, 

P.O. Box 3881, Richmond VA 23235 
• If you prefer to pay via Pay Pal, 

please send $15 to OxfordCivicAs-
soc@gmail.com 

(recipient listed id Courtney Tolmie, 
GOCA Treasurer). 

Please include your address in the payment 
memo so that we can note that you have 
paid. 

Finally. Neighbors – We Need You…
Let us know if you would like to assist with 
the association’s work and activities.

Although we have had to cancel or post-
pone many of our events due to Covid-19, 
we are working on safe ways to connect 
with our neighbors.  We still need your sup-
port to continue our work on community 
outreach.  

We need your help and support to continue 
the neighborhood activities and services we 
work to provide.  It’s a team effort!!

8368  Abbey Road 8613 W Huguenot Road
8443  Abbey Road 8127  Lethbridge Road
8119  Ammonett Drive 2800  Mohawk Drive
2920  Archdale Road 8449  Rubimont Road
3012  Archdale Road 3000  Scherer Drive
3100  Archdale Road 3231  Scherer Drive
3300  Archdale Road 3266  Sherbrook Road
3000  Bicknell Road 3401 Sherbrook Road
3016  Bicknell Road 3717 Sherbrook Road
3112  Bicknell Road 8300  Trabue Road
3136  Bicknell Road 8610  Trabue Road
2901  Brixham Drive 8628  Trabue Road
2912  Brixham Drive 8653  Trabue Road
2922  Brixham Drive 8671  Trabue Road
8314  Charlise Road 2822 E Weyburn Road
8324  Charlise Road 2839 E Weyburn Road
8333  Charlise Road 2846 E Weyburn Road
8342  Charlise Road 3001 E Weyburn Road
8359  Cherokee Road 3206 E Weyburn Road
8413  Cherokee Road 3701 W Weyburn Road
8423  Cherokee Road 3717 E Weyburn Road
8336  Chippenham Road 3703/ 3705 W Weyburn 
3131  Darnley Drive 3611  Whitewood Road
3138  Darnley Drive 3700  Whitewood Road
8328  Halesworth Road 8310  Whitewood Road
3715 N Huguenot Road 8319  Whitewood Road
3915 N Huguenot Road

clean-up and drainage as well as sign 
repair.  Finally, we have implemented 
easier ways for all of us to pay our dues.

In normal years, we have a lot of activi-
ties conducted by Oxford volunteers: 
Annual Meeting, spring cleanup, a 
neighborhood-wide yard sale, our an-
nual picnic “Oxtoberfest”, neighborhood 
signage and landscaping, community 
advocacy board, community infrastruc-
ture board, block captain coordination, 
The Observer, neighborhood web-site 
management, and coordination of neigh-
borhood events and activities.  

Oxford 2021 Dues Paid
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Greater Oxford Civic Association Board
2020-2021

www.oxfordcivicassociation.com

  Name     Phone    Email
Officers:      
President:   Anthony Corcoran (‘22)  804-301-9557   profdingding@hotmail.com
Vice President   Al Yancey (22)    320-0575   alyancey55@gmail.com
Secretary   Michelle Emrich (‘22)   804-539-1104   michelleemrich9@gmail.com
Treasurer   Courtney Tolmie (‘22)   434-242-1684   the.tolmie@gmail.com
      
Members:      
  Diane Bacon (20)   804 323-0366   Cebdbb@aol.com
  John Cardwell (21)   804-330-3675   John.Cardwell@hotmail.com
  Trip Cash (‘22)    804-794-7620   CASHINSURANCE@aol.com
  Valerie Garrett (‘22)   804-305-3595  vgarrett3023@gmail.com
  Doug Ivey (‘22)    804-332-1133   drivey@vt.edu
  Evelyn Klumb (‘21)   804-447-3958   mamaklumb514@aol.com
  Paula Lowry (‘21)   804-229-4052   yerpal2@gmail.com
  Mike Martin (‘20)   804-272-2980  
  Tiffany Milk (22)   804-986-6361   Mrsdingding04@gmail.com
  Nancy Miller (‘20)   804-272-8867   njm23235@gmail.com
  Toula Netos (‘22)   540-538-3723   oceanblue26@yahoo.com
  Carolyn Palombo (‘22)   804-928-3545   cpalombo@libertymortgage.net
  Pat Parsons (‘22)   804-272-4619   pjparsons1@yahoo.com
  Niki Sabbath (‘21)   703-867-4637   nsabbath@verizon.net
  Eileen Sadtler (‘21)   804- 450-4011   

          Send $15.00 membership dues to Oxford Civic Association, P.O. Box 3881 Richmond, VA 23235 



OXFORD OBSERVER SPRING 2021

Page 23

WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS
The Greater Oxford Civic Association would like to welcome the following new residents to the 
Oxford community. If you are a new Oxford resident or you know of a new resident in our neigh-
borhood, please contact Nancy Miller at 272-8867 to receive an Oxford neighborhood newcomer 
packet. This packet, provided by the Oxford Civic Association, is filled with information about 
Richmond in general and our area in particular, and gives us an opportunity to meet and greet our 
new Oxford neighbors. We very much want to reach each and every one of our new neighbors, but 
we need you to let us know when a packet is needed. Welcome newcomers!

Thomas and Laraine Healey Michael Jones
8217 Ammonett Drive 3111 E. Weyburn Road

Nathan and Elena Diskin Claire Schlichtherie and dogs, 
Tucker and Daisy

8430 Cherokee Road 8316 Abbey Road

Amanda, Carter and Cooper Smith Daniel Trachtenberg and Joyce Parkey
2864 Bicknell Road 3111 Darnley Drive

Gregory and Gloria Gravlin Sandra Foley
4551 Arrowhead Road 3141 Darnley Drive

Robin and Dianne Nicholson Jared Williams
8116 Lethbridge Road 2815 Bicknell Rd.
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violence, due to the lack of enforcement by law 
officials. Because of this, when the James River 
Park System was created in 1970, Pony Pasture 
was often ignored because it was seen as an 
area of high crime. Through the 1980s, the area 
was mostly occupied by the gangs The Pagans 
and The Hell’s Angels because law enforcement 
only calmed extreme gang-activity and did not 
attempt to prevent it. Not until years later was 
the site finally claimed by park officials. Pony 
Pasture began a transformation from a high-
crime area to a family-oriented place when the 
Park System took over some years later. It now 
has a reputation of not only being an easy ac-
cess to the James River, but a place for other 
outdoor activities as well such as trail running, 
biking, and bird watching. According to park 
official Ralph White, “police are really no longer 
required on a full-time weekend basis as long as 
the traffic crowding is handled by volunteers”. 

Rapids
Arguably the biggest attraction to Pony Pasture 
is the rapids. A class II, the rapids are part of 
the James River’s main channel. With the aid of 
park volunteers and funding from area recycling 
projects, easy access was made to the rapids. 
The Park System helped to create the access 
to the rapids in order to ensure an easy place 
to raft, kayak, and canoe. The stairs that lead 
directly into the river are also fully equipped 
with a canoe launch, suitable for kayaks and 
rafts alike. Rafters will often start at Pony Pas-
ture or even further up the James and venture 
until Belle Isle, one of Richmond’s main river en-
trances. Access to the rapids is free, but rafting 
is prohibited if the water level is too high. Aside 
from Belle Isle, the majority of kayak, paddle, 
and raft trips that start at Pony Pasture typically 
end at Pipeline Rapids or Reedy Creek. The 
rapids are a very popular part of Pony Pasture 
and helped to establish the name “Pony Pasture 
Rapids”.

Other attractions

Editor’s note: Following is an article from Wikipedia on 
Pony Pasture Rapids.  Reprinted under the Creative Com-
mons Attribution-ShareAlike License

Pony Pasture Rapids
Pony Pasture Rapids (also commonly referred 
as Pony Pasture) is a section of the James 
River Park System that runs alongside the City 
of Richmond, VA. Nestled on the south bank of 
the James River downstream from the Hugue-
not Bridge, Pony Pasture is known for its local 
attractions of hiking, swimming, kayaking, and 
fishing. It has become a place for the residents 
of Richmond to experience the outdoors with-
out having to leave town. With the help of park 
volunteers and funding from recycling projects, 
access to the rapids was made possible. The 
rapids, a class II, have become an introductory-
level course for many rafters and kayakers in 
the area.  Aside from the rapids, Pony Pasture 
Park hosts a lot of off-water activity. In addition 
to the park, there is Williams Island, an unin-
habited 100-acre stretch of land that is nestled 
in the middle of the James River. Pony Pasture 
also has the largest parking lot in the James 
River Park System. 

History
Originally an abandoned stretch of parkland, 
Pony Pasture was part of the seizure of Ches-
terfield County by the City of Richmond in 1969. 
Known as “The Rocks” at the time, the park 
had a reputation for gang-related activity and 
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Besides the rapids, Pony Pasture has become a 
breeding ground for outdoor activity in the Greater 
Richmond Region. During the Spring and Summer, it 
is not unlikely to see groups of people swimming in 
the James, due to the water’s shallow level and warm 
temperature. Pony Pasture is also a popular fishing 
hole because it has bass and sunfish year around. 
Both running and walking the trails that follow the 
river’s edge has become one of the more popular 
activities amongst residents in the area. Biking is also 
allowed on the trails. An area connected to Pony Pas-
ture via the river trails called “The Wetlands” offers 
a less populated area to explore. The Wetlands has 
sandy beaches that line the river’s edge and blinds 
for bird watching. Pony Pasture’s most frequently-
spotted animals are ducks, herons, turtles, and 
beavers. Pets are permitted throughout all of Pony 
Pasture, which is why it is not uncommon to see resi-
dents with their dogs on most days. Other activities 
include rock-climbing, nature study, photography, and 
picnicking

Williams Island
The stretch of 100-acre land across from Pony 
Pasture in the middle of the James River is Williams 
Island. The property is officially a part of the James 
River Park System, and the JRPS oversees and 
cares for the land, which gives people access to the 
island. Williams Island can be reached from Pony 
Pasture by way of swimming, kayaking, canoeing, 
or rock-hopping (when the water level is low). The 
island has become a popular destination amongst 
people due to the fact that is undeveloped, unpopu-
lated, and generally perceived as a peaceful, quiet 
area. Like Pony Pasture, Williams Island is a suitable 
place for fishing, hiking, and animal-watching. Ac-
cording to James River Park manager Ralph White, 
the island has been home to many creatures such 
as albino deer, black bears, raccoons, skunk, musk-
rat, and wild turkey. The large dam, known as the 
“Z-dam” can be clearly seen from the island’s south 
side. The Z-dam was built in 1905 and reconstructed 
in 1932. In 1993, a 30-foot indentation was created 
to allow migrating fish the ability to swim through the 
dam. The Z-dam causes the river to divide into two 
different channels (known as the “north channel” and 
the “south channel”) from both sides of the island. 

Williams Island was under the ownership of the 
City of Richmond Public Utilities Department, until 
the James River Park System was allowed to use 
it as a wildlife management refuge in 2012. In ad-
dition to Williams Island, the JRPS was given the 
rights to Lord Delaware’s Island. 

References
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•	 Pony Pasture Rapids.” Richmond.com. July 31, 
2009. Accessed October 5, 2014.

•	 Riggan, Phil. “Williams Island Now Part of James 
River Park.” Richmond.com. December 18, 2012. Ac-
cessed October 5, 2014.

•	 Williams Island (JRPS).” Richmondoutside.com. 
January 1, 2014. Accessed October 5, 2014.

“The name for this park came from the 1960s 
when the area was suburban and people who 
were into housing their horses near the river," 
said Ralph White, who has been the manager 
of the James River Park for nearly 32 years. 
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Observer Ad Rates

Business Card: $20.00

1/4 Page: $30.00   

1/2 Page: $50.00

Full Page: $80.00  

Back Page(part color): $95.00*

*When Available

We will be happy to design an ad for your 
business.  For more information, contact 
Carolyn Palombo at 804-928-3545. 
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Daniel’s   Grass   Cutting   Service   
       Danielgrasscuttingservice@gmail.com   


