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New Lawn in 
Town

OXFORD HOLIDAY DECORATING

Leaf Pickups

Here’s your chance to display your creativity and holiday spirit!  
The judges for the Annual Holiday Entryway Contest will be driving 
around the neighborhood sometime December 19 or December 20 
between 7:00 P.M. and 9:00 P.M. (depending on weather), so be 
sure to turn on all your holiday lights and decorations that weekend! 
Winners will be awarded in the categories of Best Traditional, Most 
Innovative, and Best Overall.  Winners will be listed on the website 
by December 23.
The judging criteria are:

•	 Best Traditional: The judges will consider the doorway en-
trance, front porch, and entry stairway (if applicable) and will 
look for designs in keeping with a colonial or Victorian style.  
Natural elements in the decorations are encouraged but not 
necessary.  The entryway should be visible from the street 
by use of flood or spot lighting.

•	 Most Innovative: The judges will look for originality in the 
decorations of the doorway entrance, front porch and entry 
stairway (if applicable).  This will be an opportunity for con-
testants to showcase creativity in the use of materials.  The 
entryway should be visible from the street by use of flood or 
spot lighting.

•	 Best Overall: The judges will evaluate the entire décor of the 
house and lot; they will consider all the above criteria. 

Signs will be posted in the winners’ yards.  If you have any ques-
tions about the contest, contact Valerie Garrett at 804-305-3595.

Consider getting into your own car during that week and treating 
yourself to a wonderful holiday tour around the neighborhood. Good 
luck and best wishes to all contestants!
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Burglar Proof 
Your Home
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Observer Staff
The Oxford Observer is a 
quarterly publication of the 
Greater Oxford Civic 
Association.

Executive Editor: 

Editor: Niki Sabbath

Layout Editor: JoAnn Gray

Advertising: Carolyn 
Palombo

Distribution:  Mike Mar-
tin, Page Wagner, Nancy 
Miller, Eileen Sadtler & 
Your Block Captain
Contributing Writers:  
Nancy Miller, Niki Sab-
bath, Pat Parsons, Paula 
Lowry, Mike Martin,  Jason 
King, , Wayne Gauthier, 
Anthony Corcoran and 
Courtney Tolmie.

The Observer welcomes ar-
ticles of interest to Oxford 
residents.  Articles may be 
emailed to:  
nsabbath@verizon.net

Published each season by 
the volunteers listed above.

A Note from the Editor: 
We will be updating the 
new website with news 
items between Observer 
publications.  Send any 
news items to Niki Sabbath 
at nsabbath@verizon.net

 Honestly, I’m not sure where to start. I suspect that 
we can all agree that 2020 has been a long, weird 
year. Personally, I’m glad that it is coming to a 
close. But, it hasn’t all been bad... My son will be a 
year old in December and my wife and I have been 
fortunate to spend majority of this year home with him. Walking 
around our beautiful neighborhood has often been the highlight 
of our days. It has been great to see so many neighbors outdoors. 
We have enjoyed getting to know more neighbors better. These 
growing friendships confirm my belief that our neighbors are the 
best reason to live in Oxford (we are fortunate that most yards in 
Oxford have ample space for social distancing). A benefit of most 
folks spending more time at home is that many yards in Oxford 
have never looked better. I am glad that I am not on the committee 
that has to choose Yard of the Month. Picking only one yard 
would be impossible for me, so my hat is off to the board members 
with that tough job. Another positive is that the GOCA has been 
embracing more technology. Our Board meetings via Zoom 
have worked well and allowed the Board to continue to work to 
better the Oxford Neighborhood. We have also tried to simplify 
association dues for you with an electronic payment and multi-year 
option (see article in this Observer for details).

Lastly, I want to reflect and give thanks to the various folks 
in and around Oxford whose work supports our community 
– first responders, teachers, everyone in a cleaning profes-
sion, delivery drivers, frontline and retail workers. During 
normal times, the risks that these workers take on every day 
to serve the broader community is largely unacknowledged 
and unrecognized. Recently, the risks are more recognized, 
but I want to make sure that you all know that your work is 
acknowledged and very much appreciated. Thank you! 

Anthony C. Corcoran

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Please Don’t Pollute 
in Oxford!
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Treasury Report
August 2020

MANAGEMEDS PROGRAM
•   Daily Medicine Routine with med list.
•   All medications fi lled together.
•   Delivered right to your door.
•   EASY & SAFE!!

STORE HOURS:
Mon-Friday 8:30am - 9pm
Saturday: 9am - 7pm
Sunday: 10am - 5pm

2608 Buford Road
Richmond, VA 23235
Phone: 804-272-1423
Fax: 804-272-7967

VISIT US 
JOIN US

We take Medicare, Tricare 
and MOST Insurances!!!

CELEBRATING 
60 YEARS
Looking for a 
Special Gift?

    We Also Have    
          a Florist!

BOOMER AD: BUFORD PHARMACY / Qurt. Pg Ad_     FNL_v2
Feb / March 2018                                      01/19/2018 

HEALTHY LIVING CLINIC SERVICES 
•   Get Flu & Pneumonia Shots Here!
•   IMMEDIATE results & counseling with A1C, 

Cholesterol & Coumadin Checks! 
•   TB Testing
•   Travel Consultations & Vaccinations

We’re more than Medicine & All About You!

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
FROM THE OXFORD 

GARDEN CLUB
By Pat Parsons

Once a month, 
the Oxford 
Garden Club 
meets, and 
once a month 
members fill 
exhibit tables 
with flower 
arrangements 
they have cre-

ated and horticultural specimens from their 
yards and gardens. The blossoms speak 
of beauty, happiness and love, but there’s 
more—it’s a celebration of life itself.

Every fruit and vegetable began as a flower, 
so it’s fair to say flowers are the providers of 
our sustenance.  Whether or not the garden 
club’s members reflect on it at the time,  the 
small flower arrangements they prepare to 
be placed on Meals on Wheels trays,  or for 
the Veteran’s Hospital,  send the recipients 
wishes for their survival and well-being. 

The Oxford Garden Club has been active in 
Stratford Hills/Oxford since 1965. We are 
gardeners who love exploring the craft of 
artistic design, caring for our environment, 
and learning about what grows well in our 
neighborhood. Interested? All are welcome.

For more information, contact Membership 
Chair, Louise Esser (610) 406-1685. Check us 
out on Facebook: Oxford Garden Club Pied-
mont District/VFGC.

INCOME: $169.12 
EXPENSES: $814.12 
CASH BALANCE: $8,912.31 
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Dear Friend,

As we move into the Fall 
season, I hope you and your 
loved ones are able to enjoy 
the outdoors and changing of 
the leaves and scenery. Please 
remain vigilant in your so-
cial distancing and personal 
hygiene practices as we continue to battle the 
COVID-19 pandemic as well as flu season. Below 
are updates on the General Assembly’s special 
session, including the budget, and other interest-
ing community news and updates. 

Special Session Updates

The special legislative session began on August 
18 and adjourned on October 16. The focus was 
on the budget, COVID-19, and criminal justice re-
form. You can visit LIS.virginia.gov and budget.
lis.virginia.gov to review legislation that passed 
and the approved budget. 

You can visit vote411.org to view your ballot and 
candidates’ position statements. 
  
Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission 
(JLARC) Update

At the October 5th meeting, the Commission 
reported on findings from studies on the Virginia 
Department of Education (VDOE), Virginia Infor-
mation Technologies Agency (VITA), Medicaid, 
and 2020 State Spending. You can view all meet-
ing materials at http://jlarc.virginia.gov/reports.
asp.

It is an honor to serve you in the General As-
sembly. If you have any questions, concerns, or 
issues that I can help address, please email me 
at delegate.carr@betsycarr.org or 804-698-1169. 
Additionally, I am available to meet with you or 
your civic association or community group via 
a web call to discuss your legislative priorities. I 
look forward to staying in touch.

Sincerely,

Betsy B. Carr

FROM BETSY CARR
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MINUTE MAN AD HERE

1720 E. Parham Road  •  Richmond, Virginia 23228  •  (804) 261-1776  •  (804) 261-7200 Fax  •  RVA.MinutemanPress.com  

COVID-19 AND SOCIAL DISTANCING ITEMS NOW AVAILABLE FOR YOUR BUSINESS AT RVA.MINUTEMANPRESS.COM

SNEEZE GUARDSSNEEZE GUARDS

MAINTAIN A 6’ DISTANCE FROM OTHERS

POR FAVOR, MANTENER UNA DISTANCIA DE 6 PIES DE LOS DEMÁS

PLEASE PRACTICE 

SOCIAL DISTANCING

POR FAVOR USE UNA MÁSCARA FACIAL ANTES DE ENTRAR

FACE
MASK
BEFORE

ENTERING

PLEASE WEAR A

FACE
MASK
REQUIRED 

BEFORE 
ENTERING

SE REQUIERE MASCARILLA ANTES DE ENTRAR

OUTDOOR SIGNAGEOUTDOOR SIGNAGE

THANK YOU FOR PRACTICING
SOCIAL DISTANCING

THANK YOU FOR PRACTICING
SOCIAL DISTANCING

THANK YOU FOR PRACTICING
SOCIAL DISTANCING

PL
EASE STAND HERE

POR FAVOR, MANTENER UNA 
DISTANCIA DE 6 

PIES DE LOS DEMÁS

MAINTAIN A 6’ DISTANCE FROM OTHERSPL
EASE STAND HERE

POR FAVOR, MANTENER UNA 
DISTANCIA DE 6 

PIES DE LOS DEMÁS

MAINTAIN A 6’ DISTANCE FROM OTHERS

PL
EASE STAND HERE

POR FAVOR, MANTENER UNA 
DISTANCIA DE 6 

PIES DE LOS DEMÁS

MAINTAIN A 6’ DISTANCE FROM OTHERS

FLOOR DECALSFLOOR DECALS

within the Richmond area!

FREE DELIVERY!
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4TH DISTRICT UPDATE
By Councilwoman Kristen Larson

 
Happy Fall!  
The temperature is dropping, foliage is 
changing and for many district residents, 
this means leaf collection 
season is in full swing.  
The Department of Public 
Works (DPW) provides 
several options for leaf 
collection.  For bagged 
leaf collection you may 
put out 10 bags weekly 
during the regular trash 
pick-up day or use the Sector Collection 
system, which allows for an unlimited 
number of bags on Tuesdays between De-
cember 15th and December 31st.  Residents 
also have the option of paying a $30 fee per 
request for vacuum leaf collection.  For this 
service, residents must rake their leaves to 
the curb or property line, but not into the 
street or gutters.  For more information 
regarding this service, please visit DPW’s 
Leaf Collection webpage.  Lastly, you may 
drop off loose leaves or biodegradable bags 
of leaves at East Richmond Road Conve-
nience Center at 3800 East Richmond Road 
or at the Maury Street Landfill at 2900 
Maury Street.  The transfer station at 3506 
Hopkins Road accepts bagged leaves as 
well.  DPW would like to share the re-
minder that we should aim to be as envi-
ronmentally conscious as possible and use 
biodegradable bags. 
 
We have a short update for you on the For-
est Hill Avenue road project between Hath-
away and Powhite.  As you are well aware, 
the westbound lanes on Forest Hill Avenue 
from just west of the Willow Oaks Country 
Club entrance to the Stratford Hills Shop-
ping Center are closed and traffic has been 

shifted to the inside lane of the eastbound 
side of the road.  This switch allows for 
2-way traffic on the existing eastbound lanes 
as the project contractor relocates the utility 
facilities to the median.  This traffic pattern 
will last a minimum of 6 months.  I know that 
this is an inconvenience for many of you, and 
it can be frustrating to have a project this size 
so close to home.  However, I am excited to 
see the daily progress of this improvement 
project and look forward to this section of 
Forest Hill Avenue being fully transformed 
into a safe, beautiful multimodal corridor.
 
With the holiday season fast approaching, we 
are all adjusting to new ways of celebrating 
this year.  Many of the festive and popular 
traditions and events we are accustomed to 
will be suspended or shared through a vir-
tual format.  While I will surely miss gather-
ing with others as usual, my hope is that our 
city continues to strictly comply with social 
distancing guidelines and other public health 
protocols in order to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19 and protect our most vulnerable 
populations.  I hope that everyone has a great 
and joyful holiday season and that the new 
year brings us all health, a greater sense of 
togetherness, and a renewed vision for the 
future.
 
Finally, as we continue to take the proper 
safety precautions in response to COVID-19, 
I will continue to host our district meetings 
online (with video and call-in options).  I 
will share the information for these meet-
ings along with any other updates in my e-
newsletter.  If you do not already receive my 
newsletter, please email 4th district liaison, 
Aaron Bond, at aaron.bond@richmondgov.
com to join the email list.   If you need to 
reach me for any other reason, please email 
me at kristen.larson@richmondgov.com or 
call my office (804-646-5646) or cell (804-503-
1313). Please continue to social distance, wear 
a mask, and stay safe.
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FINANCIAL CORNER
By: Jason King

Roth IRAs are generally consid-
ered among the most attractive 
retirement savings vehicles available to individ-
ual investors. They offer the unique potential to 
grow investment earnings without incurring any 
income tax liability if qualifying distributions are 
made. 

It’s important to note that how much you can 
contribute to a Roth IRA depends on your tax 
filing status and modified adjusted gross income 
(MAGI). For a single filer in 2020, your income 
must be under $139,000 (or $206,000 if you are 
filing jointly) in order to contribute. 

Beyond making regular contributions to a Roth 
IRA, the other way to take advantage of this sav-
ings tool is to move money from a traditional IRA 
or workplace savings plan to a Roth IRA. These 
are referred to as Roth IRA conversions. Now 
may be an opportune time to give this idea a 
closer look.  Following is what you should know: 

A Taxable transaction

The key factor affecting the decision to pursue a 
Roth IRA conversion is the tax impact. Remember 
that some or all the distributions from traditional 
IRAs are taxed at ordinary income tax rates. 
If contributions were made on a pre-tax (tax-
deductible) basis, the entire amount of the with-
drawal is subject to tax. If after-tax contributions 
funded a traditional IRA, only the portion of the 
distribution attributable to investment earnings is 
taxable.

With a Roth IRA, all contributions occur on an 
after-tax basis. If holding period requirements are 
met, all distributions can be received on a tax-free 
basis. 

Moving money from a traditional IRA to a Roth 
IRA is a taxable event at the time of the conver-
sion. Consider an example of converting a por-
tion of a traditional IRA to a Roth IRA. If all 
contributions to the traditional IRA were made 

on a pre-tax basis, the entire value of the 
converted amount is added to your ordi-
nary income for the year and subject to tax 
at applicable rates.

Make tax-smart conversion decisions

If we assume this conversion totaled 
$100,000 and an ordinary income tax rate 
of 24% applies to the converted amount, 
that results in a tax liability of approxi-
mately $24,000. It is often recommended 
that you pay the tax due from available 
resources in existing taxable accounts. 
This allows the entire amount converted to 
be shifted to the Roth IRA, maximizing the 
long-term tax benefits of the conversion.

You don’t have to convert all of your IRA 
assets at one time. It can occur over a 
series of years to spread out the tax im-
pact. Remember that income is taxed on 
a progressive scale across a range of tax 
brackets. You may want to convert an 
amount that will stay within your current 
tax bracket. For example, a married couple 
expecting to have a taxable income of 
$100,000 for 2020 will be in the 22% fed-
eral income tax bracket. That bracket for 
married filing jointly continues to apply to 
taxable income up to $171,050. Therefore, 
they could convert an additional $71,050 
without any of the converted amount slip-
ping into a higher tax bracket.

The timing may be right

Another consideration relates to the future 
of tax rates in America. Current income 
tax rates are near their lowest levels in 
recent history. There is concern that due 
to skyrocketing federal debt (much of it 
spurred on by recent stimulus legisla-
tion related to the COVID-19 pandemic), 
tax rates may rise in the future. By taking 
the tax hit at this time when you convert 
funds to a Roth IRA, you may ultimately 

This May Be the Time for 
A Roth IRA Conversion
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Jason M. King, CFP® APMAsm is a Financial Advisor and 
Managing Director with Ameriprise Financial Services, 
Inc. in Richmond, VA.  He specializes in fee-based financial 
planning and asset management strategies and has been in 
practice 19 years.  To contact him, visit www.ameriprisead-
visors.com/jason.m.king or call him at (804) 965-6700.  Office 
location is Two James Center, 1021 East Cary Street Suite 
1001, Richmond VA 23219.

Advisor is licensed/registered to do business with U.S. resi-
dents only in the states of  VA, SC, AL, AZ, CO, MO, ID, IL, 
WA, MD, ME, NH, TX, WV, DE, WI, NC, MA, VT, DC, NY, 
HI, AK, IN, NV, PA, MI, OH, OR, TN, MN, CA, NJ, CT, FL, 
OK, GA.

Ameriprise Financial, Inc. and its affiliates do not offer tax or 
legal advice. Consumers should consult with their tax advi-
sor or attorney regarding their specific situation.

Investment advisory products and services are made avail-
able through Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC., a regis-
tered investment adviser.  

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and 
SIPC.

© 2020 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.  
File #3137487-RUSH (Approved until 08/2022)

pay less in tax on your IRA than if you waited 
to take distributions later, assuming tax rates 
are higher.

Roth conversions can be a very effective tool 
both in terms of tax management and in help-
ing generate greater after-tax cash flow in 
retirement. But the process can be complex. 
Be sure to consult with your financial advisor 
and tax advisor for more guidance.

WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS
The Greater Oxford Civic Association would like to welcome the following new residents to the 
Oxford community. If you are a new Oxford resident or you know of a new resident in our neigh-
borhood, please contact Nancy Miller at 272-8867 to receive an Oxford neighborhood newcomer 
packet. This packet, provided by the Oxford Civic Association, is filled with information about 
Richmond in general and our area in particular, and gives us an opportunity to meet and greet our 
new Oxford neighbors. We very much want to reach each and every one of our new neighbors, but 
we need you to let us know when a packet is needed. Welcome newcomers!

Stephen Bassett
3257 E. Weyburn Road

Zack and Hillary Sabin
 Stanley Sabin
2909 Mohawk Drive

Josh Lewis and Virginia Winston
8378 W. Weyburn Road

Mary Jane and Chris Colson
8337 Cherokee Road
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Install high-quality locks and secure sliding 
doors.  Most burglaries involve some sort of 
forcible entry, and many locks aren’t strong 
enough to keep the bad guys out.

There should be deadbolts on all your doors 
and auto-locks on your windows.  Sliding 
glass doors are notorious for lock failure.  
Placing a broomstick or dowel in the sliding 
door track keeps the door from being slid 
open.  (However, keep this in mind if this 
door provides a fire escape for you.)  Make 
sure that your sliding glass door cannot be 
simply lifted upward and removed by a bur-
glar.  Installing protruding screws into the 
upper track eliminates this risk.

Mount a visible camera.  Many home se-
curity cameras can be set to send an alert 
to your smartphone if someone enters the 
frame. Even fake cameras act as deter-
rents, as do fake alarm system stickers.

MAKING YOUR HOME 
MORE BURGLAR-
PROOF

(cont. on pg. 11)

OXFORD OBSERVER WINTER 2020

Page 11

Do You Need More Space?
You’ve been spending a lot of time at home.  

Have you discovered that you’ve outgrown your space?
Or, do you have more space than you need?

Whether you need to upsize, downsize, or you’re just ready for a change...

We’re here for you.  
Now is a great time to get started on your house hunt. 

We’re taking precautions to keep you safe and get you into a home you love.
Let’s Connect and Talk about Your Next Home. 

THE WOOD TEAM, REALTORS ®

JENE & KEITH WOOD

(804) 624-1899 | (804) 564-5200

J E N E W O O D @ S R M F R E .C O M

K E I T H W O O D @ S R M F R E .C O M

9004 W. HUGUENOT ROAD | RICHMOND, VA 23235 | 804.288.2100
IF YOU ARE CURRENTLY WORKING WITH AN AGENT, THIS IS NOT INTENDED TO SOLICIT THAT BUSINESS. W W W . S R M F R E . C O M

TheWoodTeamRVATheWoodTeamRealtors(804) 624-1899

Install a home security system.  There are wire-
less do-it-yourself kits for under $1000.  

Even with an alarm, once a burglar is in, time is 
of the essence.  Burglars can finish their busi-
ness within a minute or two.  Time yourself to 
see if you can run through every room of your 
house in under a minute.  You may want to set 
your system’s siren delay for just 10-15 seconds.

      

     DDrr..  TToomm  HHaanneeyy                          DDrr..  BBoonnnniiee  CClliinnee  
            DDrr..  SSeetthh  LLiippssttoocckk                                      DDrr..  CCrreessttaa  JJoonneess  
            DDrr..  LLaauurreenn  KKnnootttt  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We are a full  service 
medical and surgical 
veterinary hospital. 

 
Call For An Appointment 

 

Monday – Friday 
8 am - 7 pm 

 

Saturday 
              9 am - 12 pm 

 
Visit us online at www.bonairanimalhospital.com 

Or on Facebook  

BURGLAR PROOF
(cont. from pg. 10)
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Shirred Potatoes
Submitted by Nancy Miller

Boil 8 potatoes in jackets until 
done, but not too soft.  Cool and 
peel.  Shred on coarse grater.  Place 
in a greased 9”X13” casserole and 
season with salt, pepper and dots 
of butter.  Pour over the potatoes 
½ pint heavy whipping cream, 
cover with Saran and let stand in 
refrigerator.  Better when made 
the day before serving.  Bake 
45 minutes, uncovered, at 350 
degrees until brown and crusty.  
Serves 6-8. 

If you would like to share an old favorite family 
recipe for a future newsletter, please send it to 
Niki Sabbath at nsabbath@verizon.net

RECIPE 
CORNER

Favorite Family Recipes

AArree  yyoouu  ssttaarrtitinngg  ttoo  
tthhiinnkk  aabboouutt    

ddoowwnnssiizziinngg  ttoo  yyoouurr  
nneexxtt  hhoommee??  

If  you are thinking this season may be the 
right time to sell your property, call us for a 

current market analysis of  your home. 

Wayne Gauthier & Austin Gauthier 

REALTORS® 

804-372-0591 

thegauthiers.joynerfineproperties.com 
 

 
 
 
 

Everything you need to wash & dry your pet 
+ 

Toys, treats, collars, leashes + more 
 

Most bathers are in & out in 30 
minutes leaving the dirt & hair behind 

Excellent for bonding with your pet 
Stratford Hills Shopping Center  
Forest Hill Ave at Hathaway Rd  

www.crittertown.com   
(804) 320-1096 
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TOTALLY YOU 

                INC.             
                              

*Gift Certificates available* 

Hair Cuts 
For the Whole Family 

Men $22 - Women $30 
Children under 12 - $15 

Your Neighborhood 
Hair Salon 

2841 Hathaway Road 
Richmond 

(804) 320-1198    (804) 320-1190 

Goodstuff 

Consignment 
2724 Tinsley Drive   560-4015 

Voted one of the best bargain places for 

Housewares & furniture in Richmond 

Mon-Sat 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Next to Bon Air Seafood/ Butcher at Bon Air 

www.goodstuffconsignments.com 

Now offering mid 20th Century furniture. 

Gary Duke 
Realtor 

 
Forest Hill Corridor Expert! 

Serving the Richmond Area for over 18 years!  
 

 
 

Knowledge & Experience You can Trust! 
 

Consistently in the Top 10 of local PenFed Agents! 
Top 3% of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Agents Nationwide! 

 
Call: 804-512-2027 

gary.duke@comcast.net 
 

 
 

2737 McRae Rd, North Chesterfield, VA 23235 
Office: 804-320-1391 
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Top Sale - 4541 Arrowhead Rd looked like 
an oasis in the city. The renovations completed 
on this exquisite home shows what can be done 
in this neighborhood with the right renovation 
choices. This seemingly simple raised-ranch 
offered spacious rooms with character. The 
former owners’ style took advantage of every 
opportunity to transform this home to create the 
value seen here and to be our Top Sale this period. 
We welcome these and all our new neighbors. 
rear yard offer a great entertaining space. 
Welcome our new neighbors when you have 
the chance.

OXFORD REAL ESTATE ROUND UP
By Wayne Gauthier

Address Fin SF # Bedrooms Style Sales Price Sales Date

8316 Abbey Rd 2789 4 Mid-Century 
Modern, Ranch

364,000 7/21/2020

8217 Ammonett Dr 3051 4 Ranch 377,500 6/26/2020
4541 Arrowhead Rd 4166 4 Cape 719,000 7/27/2020
3041 Darnley Dr 2646 3 Tri-Level/Quad 

Level
330,000 6/23/2020

8114 Duncaster Rd 2879 3 Tri-Level/Quad 
Level

381,500 7/7/2020

8139 Grimsby Rd 2688 3 2-Story, Cape 376,950 9/23/2020
8116 Lethbridge Rd 2673 4 2-Story 310,000 7/21/2020
8521 Trabue Rd 3261 4 2-Story, Colonial 389,000 9/17/2020

2831 E Weyburn Rd 2818 4 Ranch 439,950 7/22/2020
2921 E Weyburn Rd 2212 4 Ranch 349,900 9/30/2020
3111 E Weyburn Rd 1704 3 2-Story, 

Contemporary
305,000 7/15/2020

3914 W Weyburn Rd 2843 3 Ranch 360,000 6/18/2020
8330 W Weyburn Rd 2251 3 Ranch 320,000 9/14/2020
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THERE’S A NEW LAWN IN TOWN
By Paula Lowry- Infrastructure Committee

As you drive through the neighborhood 
you may find examples of non-traditional 
lawns.  Instead of grass, many homeowners 
are leaving natural areas, using groundcov-
ers, new trees and shrubs planting, larger 
areas of mulch or expansion of perennial 
beds filled with native plants that attach 
butterflies and bees.  

Reasons to reduce the lawn

Lower water bills   According to the EPA, 
30 to 60% of urban fresh water is used to 
water lawns each year. Turf requires two to 
three times the water of a sustainable mixed 
landscape.

Less yard waste to be composted or taken 
to a landfill
A 2000 sq. ft. lawn produces 600-800 
pounds of clippings per summer on aver-
age. Reducing your lawn also saves time 
and energy on lawn maintenance.

Reduction in use of herbicides
Some pesticides and herbicides have been 
linked to health concerns. A smaller lawn 
also means less synthetic fertilizers.

Reduction in air and noise pollution
Lawns cover 20 million acres of residential 
land in the US, and gas lawnmowers account 
for 5% of the air pollution. A 3.5 hp lawn-
mower pollutes as much in one hour as an 
automobile driving 350 miles.

Enhanced biodiversity
Varied plantings offer shelter and feeding op-
portunities for wildlife.

Lawn replacements
Foundation Plantings

A good place to start is with foundation 
plantings. They can be expanded in width 
and include ground covers, plantings, native 
perennial flowerbeds, and tiered shrub plant-
ings. 
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•	 Give seasonal color and texture to the land-
scape.

•	 Have few serious insect or disease problems.

•	 Tolerate difficult growing conditions better 
than most ornamentals.

•	 Many grow rapidly and may require some 
yearly pruning. Pruning is done just after the 
shrub flowers, regardless of the time of year.

•	 Tiered plantings may allow passive cool-
ing in summer while letting in light in win-
ter.

Mulch
Permanent mulches, such as bark chips and 
gravel, can be used to replace lawn under trees 
and areas not to be planted in shrubs. (Mulches 
that biodegrade quickly, such as leaves, sawdust, 
seaweed, and grass clippings are not suited for 
this purpose.) Mulches such as bark chips and 
gravel:

•	 Require landscaping cloth to be placed on the 
bare soil; the mulch is then added on top.

Vegetable gardens
In times of stress, or when food supply chains feel 
less than secure due to global circumstances, many 
people turn to the victory garden model of reclaim-
ing lawns for edible beds.  A slim bed along a foun-
dation or a larger series of beds in the middle of 
the yard is productive ways to reduce conventional 
grass. 

Ground covers
These are plants that spread across the ground 
but do not grow tall, so no cutting is required. 
Areas planted in groundcover need little to no 
maintenance. Ground covers are usually chosen 
for texture, density and how well they spread 
and choke out the weeds. They enhance the soil 
by acting as mulch, and some groundcovers are 
nitrogen fixing.

Deciduous shrubs
The most common method for reducing lawn 
size is to replace the turf with beds of perennial 
shrubs, often bordered with flowers. Shrubs can 
be expensive, but using local varieties can be 
very inexpensive (or free), and local species will 
be easiest to grow and encounter fewer disease 
problems. Local species also provide food, in 
many cases, for local wildlife species. (cont. on pg 18)
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•	 May require some weeding. Weeds can sprout 
from small pockets of soil, which accumulate 
on the mulch. If the weed root goes through 
the ground cloth, be sure to water the weed 
before pulling. This makes it easier to pull and 
reduces the damage to the ground cloth. Some 
people use hot water to kill weeds that poke 
through gravel mulch; however this should 
not be done if tree roots are directly below the 
ground cloth.

Resources
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay in 2021 will be offer-
ing spring garden grants.  https://www.allianceforth-
ebay.org

James River Association by signing for River Hero 
Home you will receive a garden flag, sticker, a free 
year Family Membership to the association, invitation 
to exclusive gatherings.  Also special discounts at par-
ticipating local garden shops and nurseries. https://
thejamesriver.org

WEBSITES

Commonwealth of Virginia – https://www.dcr.vir-
ginia.gov/natural-heritage/

Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden https://www.lewis-
ginter.org/learn/library/

Thurman S. Cash & Son

Insurance Agency

  1520 Huguenot Road
Suite 115

Midlothian, VA 23113

All lines of Insurance & Bonds

Serving Oxford & 
the Richmond

Area since 1961

794-7620
     Trip Cash  Thurman Cash              

Sarah Collins

NEW LAWN IN TOWN
(cont. from pg. 17)

COPING WITH STRESS Editor’s note: The following is an excerpt from 
the website of the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention.  More information can be found 
at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
daily-life-coping/stress-coping/index.html

HEALTHY WAYS TO COPE WITH 
STRESS
Know what to do if you are sick and are 
concerned about COVID-19. 
Contact a health professional before you start 
any self-treatment for COVID-19.

Know where and how to get treatment and 
other support services and resources, includ-

(cont. on pg. 19)
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Daniel’s Grass Cutting Services  
Cutting Grass, Weeding, Mulch Services, Leaf 
Removal, Landscaping, Custom Flower Beds 

and Landscaping Rocks 
For Free Estimates Call (804) 874-8178 
Or Email: Danielambrose78@icloud.com 

ing counseling or therapy (in person or 
through telehealth services).

Take care of your emotional health. Taking 
care of your emotional health will help you 
think clearly and react to the urgent needs 
to protect yourself and your family
.
Take breaks from watching, reading, or lis-
tening to news stories, including those on 
social media. Hearing about the pandemic 
repeatedly can be upsetting.

Take care of your body.
• Take deep breaths, stretch, or meditate.
• Try to eat healthy, well-balanced meals.

• Exercise regularly.
• Get plenty of sleep.
• Avoid excessive alcohol and drug 

use.
Make time to unwind. Try to do 
some other activities you enjoy.

Connect with others. Talk with 
people you trust about your concerns 
and how you are feeling.

Connect with your community- or 
faith-based organizations. While so-
cial distancing measures are in place, 
consider connecting online, through 
social media, or by phone or mail.

COPING WITH STRESS 
(cont. from pg. 18)
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GREATER OXFORD CIVIC ASSOCIATION
2020 DUES - $15.00

Name_____________________________________________ Telephone #_______________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________________________________________________
          

I would like to assist with the association’s work.  
My interests include:  ________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Please make check payable to the Greater Oxford Civic Association and mail to:
Oxford Civic Association

 P.O. Box 3881 
Richmond, VA 23235

NEIGHBORS - WE NEED YOU! 
In the last edition of the Observer, we included a list of households that are 2020 paid members of the 
Oxford Civic Association. Thank you for helping Oxford continue its neighborhood services – spring 
clean-up, neighborhood-wide yard sale, neighborhood entry signage and landscaping, community 
advocacy board, block captain coordination, community infrastructure board, quarterly newsletter, 
neighborhood website management, and coordination of annual events and activities to bring the 
neighborhood together (picnic, national night out, Oxtoberfest)! 
While we have had to cancel or postpone several of our regular events during COVID-19, we are still 
identifying safe ways to connect people in our community! For all of this, we need you! Annual dues for 
the GOCA are only $15.00. There are now two ways that you can pay dues: 
•	 If you choose to pay by check, please complete the form in this Observer, and mail in your dues to: 

Oxford Civic Association, P.O. Box 3881, Richmond, VA 23235. 
•	 If you would prefer to pay via PayPal, please send $15.00 to OxfordCivicAssoc@gmail.com (recipient 

listed is Courtney Tolmie, GOCA Treasurer). Please include your address in the payment memo so 
that we can note that you have paid!
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Greater Oxford Civic Association Board
2020-2021

www.oxfordcivicassociation.com

  Name     Phone    Email

Officers:      
President:   Anthony Corcoran (‘22)  804-301-9557   profdingding@hotmail.com
Vice President   Al Yancey (22)   804-320-0575   alyancey55@gmail.com
Secretary   Michelle Emrich (‘22)  804-539-1104   michelleemrich9@gmail.com
Treasurer   Courtney Tolmie (‘22)  434-242-1684   the.tolmie@gmail.com
      

Members:      
  Diane Bacon (20)   804 323-0366   Cebdbb@aol.com
  John Cardwell (21)   804-330-3675   John.Cardwell@hotmail.com
  Trip Cash (‘22)   804-794-7620   CASHINSURANCE@aol.com
  Valerie Garrett (‘22)   804-305-3595  vgarrett3023@gmail.com
  Doug Ivey (‘22)   804-332-1133   drivey@vt.edu
  Evelyn Klumb (‘21)   804-447-3958   mamaklumb514@aol.com
  Paula Lowry (‘21)   804-229-4052   yerpal2@gmail.com
  Mike Martin (‘20)   804-272-2980  
  Tiffany Milk (22)   804-986-6361   Mrsdingding04@gmail.com
  Nancy Miller (‘20)   804-272-8867   njm23235@gmail.com
  Toula Netos (‘22)   540-538-3723   oceanblue26@yahoo.com
  Carolyn Palombo (‘22)  804-928-3545   cpalombo@libertymortgage.net
  Pat Parsons (‘22)   804-272-4619   pjparsons1@yahoo.com
  Niki Sabbath (‘21)   703-867-4637   nsabbath@verizon.net
  Eileen Sadtler (‘21)   804- 450-4011   

OCA Board Meetings - 7:00 p.m., 
first Tuesday of each month 
(contact a Board member for 
location)
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4

Top 10 
Holiday Safety Tips

1.  Inspect electrical decorations for damage before use.  
Cracked or damaged sockets, loose or bare wires, and loose connections  
may cause a serious shock or start a fire. 

2.  Do not overload electrical outlets.
Overloaded electrical outlets and faulty wires are a common cause of holiday 
fires.  Avoid overloading outlets and plug only one high-wattage appliance 
into each outlet at a time.  

3.  Never connect more than three strings of incandescent lights.
More than three strands may not only blow a fuse, but can also cause a fire.  

4.  Keep tree fresh by watering daily.
Dry trees are a serious fire hazard.  

5.  Use battery-operated candles.
Candles start almost half of home decoration fires (NFPA).

+ -

6.  Keep combustibles at least three feet from heat sources.
A heat source that was too close to the decoration was a factor in half 
of home fires that began with decorations. (NFPA).

7.  Protect cords from damage.
To avoid shock or fire hazards, cords should never be pinched by furniture, 
forced into small spaces such as doors or windows, placed under rugs, 
located near heat sources, or attached by nails or staples.  

8.  Check decorations for certification label.
Decorations not bearing a label from an Independent testing laboratory 
such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL), Canadian Standards Association 
(CSA) or Intertek (ETL) have not been tested for safety and could be 
hazardous.  

9.  Stay in the kitchen when something is cooking.
Unattended cooking equipment is the leading cause of home 
cooking fires (NFPA).

10.  Turn off, unplug, and extinguish all decorations when going to sleep or 
leaving the house. 
Unattended candles are the cause of one in five home candle fires. Half of 
home fire deaths occur between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. (NFPA).

Editor’s Note: Holiday  Safety Tips provided by the 
Electrical Safety Foundation International
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Observer Ad Rates

Business Card: $20.00

1/4 Page: $30.00   

1/2 Page: $50.00

Full Page: $80.00  

Back Page(part color): $95.00*

*When Available\

We will be happy to design an ad for your 
business.  For more information, contact 
Carolyn Palombo at 804-928-3545. 

YARD OF THE MONTH

THEN AND NOW..
Cloverleaf Mall was an enclosed shopping 
mall located in Chesterfield County, Virgin-
ia on U.S. Route 60 just west of State Route 
150. The mall opened in 1972 and featured 
two anchor stores, J. C. Penney, and Sears. 
A third anchor, Thalhimers, opened a year 
later.

However, the surrounding neighborhoods 
began to undergo a socioeconomic cri-
sis and developments were occurring away 
from the mall. This led to a decline, espe-
cially in the 1990s and 2000s when busi-
nesses left for nearby Chesterfield Towne 
Center. The mall was eventually closed in 
2008 and was ultimately demolished in 2011 
to make way for a mixed-use development 
featuring a Kroger Marketplace.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloverleaf_
Mall

The September Yard of the Month is 
located at 8355 Abbey Road. It is at the 
home of Michael and Danita Hughes. 
Their yard is impressive not only due to 
its size but the lawn is always cut and 
the shrubs neatly trimmed.
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Oxford is in Sector 4


